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Fr  Our 

I
t is an incredible thrill, and also an immense 
privilege, to welcome you to this celebration of 
the fi rst fi fty years of Lawyers for the Creative 
Arts. A milestone like this demands that we take 

a longer perspective back to the beginning and 
forward to plans for the future. So, let’s embark on 
a little time travel. 

LCA at its founding in 1972. The early 70s were a 
turbulent period for legal service agencies. And yet 
in the midst of those struggles a group of young 
Chicago Bar Association lawyers had the vision to 
recognize that there would always be a demand 
for legal services dedicated exclusively to those 
working in the arts—such an important part of the 
city’s life and reputation. Fifty years have proven 
that vision to be incredibly prescient. 

Some amazing stats. LCA has truly been blessed 
with the support of so many lawyers whose passion 
for the arts has led them to devote their time and 
fi nancial support to LCA’s mission. LCA is a small 
organization; yet at any one time our governing 
Board alone numbers more than 35 members. Over 
the 50 years, the numbers are staggering: more 
than 200 individuals have served on one or more 
of our three Boards.

Of course, the reason we’re all here is the clients, 
and those stats are even more impressive: We 
conservatively estimate that LCA has referred 
more than 10,000 clients in 50 years. Add in-
house services and that number easily doubles. 
Add another 10,000 attendees at our educational 
programs in the past 10 years alone, and you begin 
to see the immense impact this small organization 
of 3-4 staff members has had on our cherished 
arts community.

How do we do that? Only with help from you, and 
the many, many hundreds more lawyers in your 
law fi rms who have so generously volunteered their 
time and money all these years. For that we thank 
you, and we hope you take well deserved pride in 
the accomplishment.

What’s next? Our role as lawyers is to respond 
to the needs of our clients. We accomplish that 
every day through our legal referral services 
and portfolio of educational programs. But, we 
never stop fi nding new ways to help. Our Video 
Law Library helps our volunteer lawyers to better 
serve our clients in many complex areas of Arts 
Law. Meanwhile, we’re launching new educational 
programs and consulting services to assist 

performing arts organizations to better navigate 
the unprecedented challenges they face in a post-
pandemic environment. 

During the early days of the pandemic, one of our 
long-time foundation supporters referred to LCA as 
“like the Red Cross for the Arts.” Of course, everyone 
would prefer that the arts did not need crisis relief, 
let alone the kind that could be compared even 
hyperbolically with the Red Cross. But, the reality is 
this: the services that LCA has always offered, and 
the new services we’re rolling out, are needed more 
now than at any time in the 50 years of our history. 

Let’s celebrate! So, with full recognition of the 
many challenges ahead, let’s celebrate LCA’s 50 
years of service. And let’s also recognize that LCA 
is a stronger organization today than at any time 
in its history. And let’s express our deep gratitude 
to all the volunteers, fi nancial supporters, Board 
members and staff whose continued support for 
our work is so essential to our ability to assist 
Chicago’s arts community in surmounting the new 
challenges it faces.
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AWARD
Th as R. Leavens

S
tacy Baygood Streur is a principal of 
Streur Law, LLC. She currently serves 
as outside counsel for an international 
technology services company with a 

unique specialization in negotiating contracts 
for the delivery of 911 calls to emergency service 
providers. Although this work is both interesting 
and groundbreaking, it is not the reason we are 
honoring Stacy today. Rather, it is her work in 
various important capacities for LCA, and especially 
as its Director of Legal Services until 2021.

Stacy holds J.D. and L.L.M. degrees in Intellectual 
Property from DePaul College of Law. Out of law 
school, she worked for seven years in the Chicago 
offi ce of the U.S. Small Business Administration, 
where she acquired a critical knowledge of many of 
the challenges facing small companies.

Stacy has always harbored a passion for arts. She 
is a published fi ction and nonfi ction author, and 
she has written about technology and intellectual 
property law for The Chicago Daily Law Bulletin, 

the Northwestern Journal of Technology and 
Intellectual Property, and The Docket (a publication 
of the Lake County Bar Association). Stacy is 
active in a broad range of professional activities. 
In 2019, she was appointed by Governor Pritzker 
to serve on the board of Illinois Humanities which 

provides free public programs, grants, and 
educational opportunities in the humanities to 
communities across Illinois, especially low-income 
and rural communities. 

Stacy frequently presents on copyright law and 
technology for professional groups. Her unique 
specialty in legal issues surrounding 911 technology 

has made her a go-to lecturer in this new area of 
federal legislation.

Over the years, Stacy’s dual interests in law and 
arts led her to offer her services as a volunteer for 
LCA, and she became a frequent presence in the 
offi ce, developing projects to make us better in 
all sorts of ways. As a small organization serving 
many hundreds of individual clients and other 
constituencies, LCA never seemed to have either the 
manpower or the “leisure” time to systematically 
measure and evaluate the effi cacy of its services. 
Stacy thought we could do better and proposed a 
survey. She developed the questions, the method 
for distribution and collection of data, security 
and confi dentiality, and quantifi cation of results. 
(Those results showed, incidentally, an over 85% 
satisfaction level with LCA’s services.) 

When Jan Feldman became Executive Director, 
Stacy’s involvement at LCA increased signifi cantly, 
as she fi lled in during Marci Walker’s maternity 
leave. Her facility with LCA’s technology made her 
a logical choice for assisting the organization 
in upgrading its base CRM software, and she 
assisted in procuring a grant for the acquisition 
of SalesForce, and for its successful integration 
over a period of more than two years. With various 
other staffi ng and program changes, Stacy became 
LCA’s Legal Services Director, handling intake and 
referral, as well as training for our law school 
interns on their roles in this important function. 

Said Executive Director Jan Feldman, “Many 
transitions have taken place at LCA in the past 
few years—program, technology, offi ce space, 
staffi ng—and some of these happened during the 
pandemic. Stacy’s presence, and her persistence 
in seeing us through huge changes in the way we 
operate, all helped LCA come through as a stronger 
and better organization.”

STACY BAYGOOD STREUR

“ Stacy’s presence,  d her persi ence in s ing 
us � rough huge ch ges... helped LCA c e 
� rough as a  r ger  d be er org izati .”

 IN HONOR OF THOMAS R. LEAVENS, LCA’S FIRST FULL-TIME EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, THIS AWARD IS GIVEN FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE TO LCA.
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AWARD
Th as R. Leavens

THOM
AS R. LEAVENS AW

ARD

R
ose Ann Vargas was the Administrator of 
Lawyers for the Creative Arts from 1999 until 
her retirement in 2015. Bill Rattner used 
to say that the fi rst thing he realized when 

he walked in the door at LCA in 2000 was that he 
absolutely needed to make sure Rose Ann stayed on. 

Luckily for Rattner, and luckily for the future of 
LCA, Rose Ann did stay on. Because, as anyone 
with any contact with LCA between 1999 and 2015 
will tell you, there was something about Rose Ann 
that made her an essential part of what made LCA 
work well in all those years. There was something 
intangible about the way she dealt with everyone. 

Rose Ann always seemed to have just the right 
approach to whomever she was talking to—clients, 
volunteer lawyers, board members, law school 
interns, staff, service people. “She was always 

cool under pressure,” said Executive Director Jan 
Feldman. “While she wasn’t one to suffer fools 
gladly, still she had a way to smooth things out so 

you, and she, both got what was needed without 
ruffl ed feathers.”

Rose Ann holds a degree from Robert Morris College. 
Her fi rst non-profi t job was in the development and 
volunteer groups at Weiss Hospital. She developed 
a thorough knowledge of donor solicitation, and 
special events, as well as the record-keeping that 
goes along with those relationships. When her 
supervisor took a position at LCA, Rose Ann went 
with her, and when Rattner became Executive 
Director, she was convinced by his advocacy that 
staying the course would be a good idea. “He made 
a good lawyerly argument, and he seemed to be a 
good person, both of which turned out to be very 
true,” said Rose Ann recently.

The position of Administrator has always been much 
more than the name implies. LCA is very much an 
“all hands on deck” offi ce, and the Administrator 
position is the best example of that approach. 
Rose Ann worked closely with Bill Rattner for every 
one of his fourteen years on the job, and she was 
especially instrumental in the smooth transition 
from Rattner to Feldman in 2014. 

“In so many areas, Rose Ann’s knowledge, and 
savvy, were incredibly helpful in my initiation 
into the job. Can’t imagine those fi rst two years 
without her help,” said Feldman. “It’s impossible 
to overstate the impact Rose Ann had on this 

organization from the very diffi cult period we were 
in when Bill took over in 2000 to the stability it had 
achieved by the time he retired.”

ROSE ANN VARGAS

“ It’s imp sible to over ate � e impact R e 
Ann had   � is org izati ,”

 IN HONOR OF THOMAS R. LEAVENS, LCA’S FIRST FULL-TIME EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, THIS AWARD IS GIVEN FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE TO LCA.
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AWARD
Th as R. Leavens

M
arci Rolnik Walker joined Lawyers for 
the Creative Arts in 2004. During her 
more than decade-long tenure as LCA’s 
Legal Director, she advised hundreds 

of clients passing through LCA’s doors each year. 
She also worked closely with an army of volunteer 
private lawyers to deliver high quality pro bono 
representation to LCA’s creative individual clients, 
businesses and nonprofi ts from all disciplines of 
the arts. Working closely with Executive Director, 
Bill Rattner, and later, Jan Feldman, she helped 
cultivate and solidify LCA’s reputation in the legal 
and foundation communities. 

Marci expanded her role into education by 
developing intellectual property seminars and 
symposia, often in partnership with legal and 
academic institutions. She took on leadership 
positions in bar associations, leveraging them to 
LCA’s benefi t. She naturally gravitated to ethics 
panels, speaking about the value of pro bono 
service throughout the legal community.

According to Jan Feldman, “Marci was an especially 
creative and energetic force in expanding LCA’s 
educational programs into new areas. She is very 
comfortable with a microphone in her hands. 

She never struggles for a name, and she has an 
amazing talent for bringing a discussion back to 
a practical level when the point may have gotten 
lost in something excessively theoretical,” said 
Feldman. “She always keeps the needs of the artist 
foremost in mind—which of course is what LCA is 
all about.” 

As Legal Director, Marci took a personal interest in 
LCA’s clients and in mentoring law students. In part 
this refl ects her own appreciation for the mentorship 
she received from, as she put it, “the many LCA 
board members who took me under their wing,” an 
experience which has the effect of “opening doors 
to new lawyers by partnering with more experienced 
counsel and expanding the legal community’s 
expertise in arts and entertainment law.” 

Marci also advocates for educating artists early in 
their careers. She has taught entertainment and 
intellectual property law courses as an adjunct 
professor at several colleges and universities, 
explaining that it’s a form of preventative 
lawyering. Marci easily engages with artists both 
in the offi ce and the classroom while imparting 
a need to protect their interests. According to a 
former student, “Marci taught me the importance 
of transparency, the art of negotiation, and the 
signifi cance that a single word in a contract can 
have on a project’s overall outcome.”

Marci holds a unique position with LCA. Her passion 
for the arts and commitment to public service 
have left an indelible imprint on LCA and the high 
esteem that the arts community regards our work. 
She brings this back into perspective explaining, 
“LCA afforded me the privilege of having a purpose 
in my work and observing fi rst-hand how lawyers’ 
amazing capacity for generosity can impact lives. 

We are all grateful that lawyers banded together 
50 years ago to form a lasting institution and a 
tradition of protecting the arts. I’m happy to have 
played a small part.” 

MARCI ROLNIK WALKER

“ We are a  grateful � at lawyers b ded 
toge� er 50 years ago to form a la ing 
in ituti   d a traditi  of protecting � e arts. 
I’m happy to have played a sma  part.” 

 IN HONOR OF THOMAS R. LEAVENS, LCA’S FIRST FULL-TIME EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, THIS AWARD IS GIVEN FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE TO LCA.
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TO THE ARTS HONOREE
Di ingui ed Service

THOM
AS R. LEAVENS AW

ARD | DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO THE ARTS HONOREE 

E
rin Harkey has devoted her entire career to 
helping individuals and communities fl ourish 
in the arts. In November 2021, she succeeded 
Mark Kelly to become Commissioner of the 

Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events 
(DCASE). She previously worked under Kelly as 
Projects Administrator, Deputy Commissioner for 
Programming, First Deputy Commissioner, and 
Acting Commissioner. She also held the position 
of Senior Policy Advisor for Arts and Culture in the 
Mayor’s Offi ce, advising on cultural policy and arts 
strategy across all City departments and agencies. 
These positions followed a career in governmental 
arts positions in California where she managed 
public art programs for the Los Angeles County Arts 
Commission and the Arts Council of Long Beach. 

As newly appointed Commissioner of DCASE, Harkey 
refl ected on the previous “tumultuous nineteen 
months battling the pandemic and fi ve years 
advocating for Chicago’s cultural community.” 
More recently in her remarks at the October 

City Council Budget Hearing, the Commissioner 
discussed several key challenges facing DCASE, 
especially the widely circulating reports of 30-
40% reductions in earned revenue from audience 
participation. On the positive side she referred 
to a “transformational infl ux of resources to help 
support Chicago’s creative economy” resulting in 

restoration of 90% of the DCASE’s pre-pandemic 
budget and increases of average CityArts grants to 
arts organizations by an average of 320+%. Grants 
to individual artists increased by 60%. Total grants 
increased by 25% in 2021.

The Commissioner stated, that “grantees are 
now, proudly, more refl ective of the city of 
Chicago—60% of Individual Artist Program 
grantees are [BIPOC] as compared to 38% in 2016. 
Other statistics relating to investments in the 
arts in south and west side neighborhoods saw 
increases as well. The Commissioner stated, “This 
year, all DCASE festivals and events incorporated 
neighborhood components, which resulted in over 
130 events and programs providing $2 million 
in direct support to artists and organizations 
participating in cultural events in communities 
throughout the city.” 

She noted the return of beloved summer festivals 
such as Taste of Chicago, Gospel, Blues, Jazz, 
House and World Music Festivals. Commissioner 
Harkey is especially proud of advances in the City’s 
fi lm production, which hit a record High of $630 
million in 2021, “shattering pre-pandemic levels 
by $70 million.” 

Commissioner Harkey has developed a six-point 
plan for the coming year which emphasizes 
investment in public art in neighborhoods, a 
commitment to convening to evaluate and better 
understand the needs of the cultural sector as it 
plans for an equitable future, and to distribute 
public funds to address the needs of the cultural 
and tourism sectors as they recover from the 
impacts of the pandemic.

Commissioner Harkey earned two master’s 
degrees in Public Art Administration and Urban 

Planning from the University of Southern California 
(USC) and a bachelor’s degree in Marketing from 
Howard University. 

ERIN HARKEY

Erin Harkey’s entire professi al car r 
has b n devoted to helping individuals  d 
c munities to flouri  in � e arts.
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Di ingui ed Service

C
ongo Square Theatre was founded in 1999 
and takes its name from historic New 
Orleans site where enslaved Africans would 
sing, drum, and dance, and display cultural 

expressions on Sundays. Over twenty years later, the 
ensemble has a national reputation as one of the 
premier African American theaters in the country. It 
is especially proud of its productions of the works 
of its mentor and theatrical father, August Wilson, 
which have garnered numerous awards. For example, 
its production of Wilson’s Seven Guitars received the 
award for best ensemble, best direction, and best 
production at the 2005 Joseph Jefferson Awards. 
Congo Square was the fi rst African American theater 
company to receive such an honor. 

In 2005, Congo Square established The New 
Playwright Initiative, which was renamed The 
August Wilson New Play Initiative after his death. 
The program provides opportunities for emerging 
African American playwrights. It is presented 
through a multi-faceted process of commissioning 
new artists, producing staged readings, and 
developmental workshops adding powerful new 
voices to American theater.

Since its inception, The August Wilson New Play 
Initiative has produced new works like Stick Fly 
by Lydia Diamond, which went to Broadway and 
was developed for HBO; Deep Azure by Chadwick 
Boseman, and more recent entries: Ensemble 

Member Kelvin Roston’s Twisted Melodies, Lekethia 
Dalcoe’s A Small Oak Tree Runs Red, as directed by 
Harry J. Lennix, and Brothers of the Dust by Darren 
Canady—which won The American Theatre Critics 
Association’s Elizabeth Osborn New Play Award in 
2012. By continuing this initiative, Congo Square 
has shown that it has a continuing commitment 
to nurture its legacy as innovators and leaders 
in the development of premier works by the next 
generation of great American playwrights.

Congo Square Theatre’s most recent success is 
strong evidence that its efforts to weather the 

pandemic have born theatrical fruit. Its 2022 
production, What to Send Up When It Goes Down, 
is a response “to the gratuitous loss of Black lives 
and interrupts discourses that enable the ubiquity 
of racialized violence in our society.” The production 
this year took sold-out houses on what the Sun Times 

called a “cathartic journey.” Lookingglass Theatre 
hosted the production’s residency for a second 
run in the fall. The Chicago Reader described the 
production as “part healing ritual, part sensitivity 
session, part exuberant dance theater freak-out, 
and part explosive agitprop political satire.” What 
to Send Up When It Goes Down was nominated for 
6 Black Theatre Alliance Awards, including Best 
Production and Best Ensemble, 4 Black Excellence 
Awards, and a Jeff Award.

In 2021, Congo Square named Ericka Ratcliff as its 
Artistic Director. Ratcliff is only the fourth person 
to hold the position. It was previously held by the 
late Samuel G. Roberson, who was a much-revered 
presence in Chicago theater circles and especially 
Congo Square. He succumbed to a childhood 
disease at the age of 34, leading the League of 
Chicago Theaters to create an honorarium in his 
name. In addition to having served as Associate 
Artistic Director under Roberson, Ratcliff brings 
to the job a wealth of acting and management 
experience at Congo Square and many other 
Chicago theaters.

She joins Executive Director Charlique C. Rolle in 
leading the company. Originally from the Bahamas, 
Rolle moved to Chicago in 2012 to fi nd ways to 
support arts organizations, teach, and create 
performance-based work. She is nationally and 
internationally recognized for her work. Rolle is 
committed to ensuring that Black stories are 
heard, that Black artists create, and that Black 

communities fi nd freedom through creative 
expression. As an arts administrator, performing 
artist, and choreographer, she has served in 
management positions with Inaside Chicago Dance 
and was the performing arts director of Chicago 
Tabernacle and the Chicago School of Leadership.  

CONGO SQUARE THEATRE

C go Square has a legacy as innovators 
 d leaders in � e development of premier 
works by � e next generati  of great Afric  
Americ  playwrights.
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO THE ARTS HONOREE 

TO THE ARTS HONOREE
Di ingui ed Service

T
ransforming the independent fi lm industry 
is Full Spectrum Features’ (FSF) mission. 
FSF is a production company that produces, 
exhibits, and supports underrepresented 

fi lmmakers, a category that includes women, 
people of color, and LGBTQ+. This commitment to 
diversity is refl ected not only in the fi lmmakers that 
FSF supports, but also in the company itself, which 
is an ALAANA (African, Latinx, Asian, Arab, Native 
American) organization founded by women, people 
of color, and LGBTQ fi lmmakers. FSF educates the 
public about important social and cultural issues 
and fosters understanding between communities 
through award-winning fi lms. 

Since 2005, the company has produced fourteen 
original fi lms, including: Signature Move, an 
independent fi lm about the romantic relationship 
between two women (an American-Pakistani 
lawyer and a Mexican-American bookshop owner), 
which won the Grand Jury Prize at Outfest; The 
Year Between, a fi lm about a college drop-out who 
returns home to her family after being diagnosed 
with mental illness, which was nominated for the 
Tribeca US Narrative Competition; The Orange 
Story, a unique narrative fi lm told through oral 

history and archival documents and images that 
illuminates the experience of Japanese Americans 
during World War II, which received the Outstanding 
Public History Project from the National Council on 
Public History; and the T, a web series that follows 
the friendship and romance between a young trans 
woman and queer black man.  

Full Spectrum Features partners with the Chicago 
Film Offi ce to run an incubator program for young 
fi lmmakers, called the Chicago Independent 
Producer’s Lab (CIPL). CIPL has been successful in 
broadening the professional networks and expertise 
of its participants through intensive workshops 

with industry mentors. LCA participated in CIPL by 
presenting workshops to CIPL participants on fi lm 
fi nancing, rights acquisition, and fi lm production 
and distribution in each of the years 2020 
through 2022. 

As the Executive Director of FSF, Eugene Sun Park 
believes fi lm can change the way people observe 
and understand the world and each other. His goal 
is to promote new narratives in the fi lm industry 
by sharing the stories and experiences of diverse 
individuals. Working in experimental and narrative 
forms, Eugene is a fi lmmaker and producer whose 
fi lms have screened at over 400 festivals, micro-
cinemas, museums, and alternative screening 
venues around the world, including Chicago 
International, Chicago Underground, Athens 
International Film and Video Festival, Outfest, 
and BAMcinemafest. Michael’s Story, a feature-
length, fi ctional drama he wrote that was inspired 
by the 1982 murder of Vincent Chin, won the 
screenplay competition at the 37th Asian American 
International Film Festival in New York. Eugene 
has also written about fi lm for MovieMaker, Film 
Inquiry, and the Huffi ngton Post.  

Newcity recently inducted Eugene into the 
magazine’s inaugural Film 50 Hall of Fame, 
describing him as “essential to the fi lm world of 
Chicago.” He was named a Community Impact 
Scholar by the Harvard Business School Alumni 
Club of Chicago in 2020, which gives nonprofi t art 
and cultural leaders the opportunity to take classes 

in the Management Certifi cate Program at the 
Harvard Extension School. Eugene also received the 
Jan and Frank Cicero Fellowship from the Newberry 
Library in 2019 to help him advance his work using 
Newberry’s extensive collection.

FULL SPECTRUM FEATURES

Fu  Spectrum educates � e public about 
import t social  d cultural issues  d f ters 
under  ding betw n c munities � rough 
award-winning films. 
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T
he Chicago Multi-Cultural Dance Center is 
a nonprofi t organization which has served 
Chicago’s communities for over 20 years 
under the leadership of founder and Artistic 

Director Homer Hans Bryant. CMDC integrates a 
diversity of dance styles and honors the richness 
of our varied multicultural heritage. In 2008 Bryant 
merged ballet and street dance styles to create 
Hiplet™, a new technique featuring Hip Hop dance 
in pointe shoes. 

Students of CMDC can enroll in a variety of age 
groups and ballet styles at the school at 47 West 
Polk. There’s a program for very young children, ages 
3–9, covering creative movement, Tap, acrobatics, 
Hip Hop, and African Dance. For students aged 
10 and up, Open Dance programs allow students 
the opportunity to dance at their own pace and 
schedule. They can take courses in Ballet, Jazz, Tap, 
Hip Hop, African, Latin, Contemporary and Lyrical 
dance styles. Another program teaches students 
to train at the pre-professional level and learn 
classical ballet, Tap, Jazz, African, and modern 
styles among others. For adults, the offerings 
become even more varied and customized.

At the heart of Bryant’s school, as well as his 
professional dance company, called the “Hiplet 
Ballerinas” (previously, the “Rap Ballet”) is his 

deeply held view that classical ballet traditionally 
was not welcoming to dancers who were not tall, 
slender and white complexioned. He sought to 
develop a style of classical ballet that merged 
classical on pointe techniques with Hip Hop, 
neoclassical and diverse dance styles that 
incorporated multicultural heritages. Thus was 
borne Hiplet™. Among other innovations, Hiplet 
dancers wear tights that match the color of their 
own skin.

For 25 years, Bryant has used dance to change 
lives, providing a safe environment for students 

of various skills and socioeconomic backgrounds. 
Raised in a close-knit village in the Virgin Islands, 
he discovered his love of movement by watching 
Gene Kelly, Fred Astaire, and Ginger Rogers on a 
black-and-white TV. After receiving a scholarship 

from the Virgin Islands Council on the Arts to 
attend Jacob’s Pillow, a professional dance school 
in Massachusetts, Bryant enrolled at the Dance 
Theatre of Harlem, a professional ballet company 
for Black dancers in New York. He later moved to 
Chicago and joined the Chicago City Ballet. 

In Bryant’s own words, “Hiplet is important. It is 
Afro-centric. So we are pulling from your urban 
communities, and we put in the jazz and the Latin, 
but we stick to the classical ballet discipline. We 
have been to Germany, Seoul, South Korea, France, 
Spain, and the Virgin Islands, New York and 

California a dozen times. It’s just amazing what 
has happened. A lot of normal people have been 
deterred from dancing because they were a little 
too big, a little too busty. Hiplet ballerinas look like 
normal people.”

CHICAGO MULTI-CULTURAL DANCE CENTER

“ A lot of normal people have b n deterred 
fr  d cing because � ey were a li le too 
big, a li le too bu y. Hiplet ba erinas look 
like normal people.”

TO THE ARTS HONOREE
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I
n 1999, musician and educator Howard 
Sandifer and business professional Darlene 
Sandifer founded the Chicago West Community 
Music Center (CWCMC), with a commitment to 

bringing pride and humanity to the families and 
communities of Chicago’s economically depressed 
West Side by offering a culturally rich environment 
infused with music.

With an initial enrollment of 15 students, it now 
reaches over 900 children, youth, and adults 
in programs including a model music school, 
intergenerational music activities, business in 
music classes, local and international music 
performances. CWCMC’s musical education is 
grounded in a strong classical foundation with a 
unique focus on West Side born Black music. 

The pandemic required CWCMC to respond 
creatively to maintain a program that is 
fundamentally in person. The staff turned to 
laptop computers to conduct virtual classes and 
performances. From that program resulted the West 
Side Laptop Orchestra, combining art, engineering, 
listening, and studio techniques, to create lessons 
and performances that merge technology with the 
artistic process. 

CWCMC participates with other social service 
agencies, such as After School Matters. It partners 
with the Berklee College of Music through its 

Berklee PLUS cutting-edge curriculum to prepare 
students for college scholarship opportunities; 
It works with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s 
African American Education Committee; and offers 
free concerts at the Garfi eld Park Conservatory.

CWCMC has provided live music performances in 
the form of recitals, concerts, and master classes 
since its inception in 1999. CWCMC has brought 
numerous local, national, and even international 
artists the West Side through CWCMC programming. 
In collaboration with the City of Chicago’s Night 
Out in The Parks, CWCMC presented “The Legends 
Continues Concert Series’’ since 2014, bringing 
jazz, blues, and R&B artists to various park district 

locations throughout the city and on the West Side. 
Before COVID, CWCMC annually hosted visits from 
“The Bridge” a transatlantic Network for Jazz and 
Creative Music with performances at the Garfi eld 
Park Fieldhouse. In 2018, CWCMC was a partner 
in collaboration with Project& to produce “Pan,” a 
participatory opera with live electronics, a virtuoso 

fl utist, and an ensemble of musical participants 
presented at the Garfi eld Park Fieldhouse.

Howard and Darlene, through CWCMC, have 
brought several educational and performance 
programs to the West Side to honor Black American 
music. Howard has dedicated himself to chronicle 
Chicago’s West Side’s contribution to the history 
of Black music through both a forthcoming book 
and documentary. To instill pride and context to 
the importance of Black music, CWCMC hosts 
a weekly podcast, BLACK MUSE, in which Black 
artists are interviewed about their works. Howard 
will produce in early 2023, the premiere of his 
original composition, SWEET FREEDOM SUITE. 

Collaborating with renown choreographer Joel Hall, 
this community-based production commemorates 
the lives of great leaders in the struggle for racial 
equity, justice, and dignity, such as, Fannie Lou 
Hamer, Martin Luther King Jr., Nelson Mandela, and 
Harriet Tubman. It involves four musical genres—
jazz, blues, house, classical—and dance. 

CHICAGO WEST COMMUNITY MUSIC CENTER

CWCMC is c mi ed to bringing pride 
 d hum ity to � e We  Side by o ering a 
cultura y rich envir ment infused wi�  music
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Hi oric
CLIENT, VOLUNTEER, 
HONOREE HIGHLIGHTS

1997

SIDNEY R. YATES
Di ingui ed Service H or 

1997

THOMAS R. LEAVENS
Th as R. Leavens Award

2005

PATRICIA A. FELCH
In Memori  

2007

CHICAGO GAY MEN’S CHORUS
Di ingui ed Service H or 

2008

PETER J. STRAND
HOLLAND & KNIGHT, LLP

Th as R. Leavens Award

2009

RICHARD H. DRIEHAUS
Di ingui ed Service H or 
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Hi oric
CLIENT, VOLUNTEER, 

HONOREE HIGHLIGHTS

HISTORIC CLIENT, VOLUNTEER, HONOREE HIGHLIGHTS

2003

JACKIE TAYLOR
Di ingui ed Service H or 

2003

LINDA S. MENSCH
Th as R. Leavens Award

2009

JOFFREY BALLET 
Di ingui ed Service H or 

2013

JOE SEGAL
JAZZ SHOWCASE

Di ingui ed Service H or 

2007

JULIEANNA L. RICHARDSON
THE HISTORYMAKERS
Th as R. Leavens Award

2008

ELLA JENKINS 
Di ingui ed Service H or 
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CLIENT, VOLUNTEER, 
HONOREE HIGHLIGHTS

Hi oric

2014

ENRIQUE SUAREZ 
Client Profile 

2014

PETER MARS
Client Profile 

2017

MICHAEL A. CLARK
Th as R. Leavens Award  

2017

RENEE FLEMING
Di ingui ed Service H or 

2018

PROJECT ONWARD
Client Profile 

2019

WILLIAM E. RATTNER
In Memori  
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CLIENT, VOLUNTEER, 
HONOREE HIGHLIGHTS

Hi oric
HISTORIC CLIENT, VOLUNTEER, HONOREE HIGHLIGHTS

2015

WILLIAM H. FRANKEL
Th as R. Leavens Award

2015

LIZ CARROLL
Th as R. Leavens Award

2021

KEVIN J. CONWAY
Th as R. Leavens Award

2021

JIMMY JOHNSON
Di ingui ed Service H or 

2018

JOAN & ROBERT A. CLIFFORD
Di ingui ed Service H or 

2018

FORWARD MOMENTUM CHICAGO
PIERRE LOCKETT 

Di ingui ed Service H or 
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HONOREES
Previous

 2021 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Jimmy Johnson—Chicago Blues Legend
Katie and Tim Tuten—The Hideout
Mary Lane—Chicago Blues Legend (2020)
James Ginsburg—Cedille Records (2020)
Perkins Coie LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD—Kevin J. Conway
THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD—Ruth Kaufman (2020)
Moderator: Paris Schutz, WTTW

2019 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Madeleine Grynsztejn—The Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago
Allen Turner—Arts Leader, Philanthropist, Composer

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD—Robert L. Margolis
Moderator: Chris Jones, The Chicago Tribune

2018 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Josephine Lee—Chicago Children’s Choir
Pierre Lockett—Forward Momentum
Joan & Robert A. Clifford

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD—Carol Anne Been
Moderator: Alison Cuddy, Chicago Humanities Festival 

2017 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Renée Fleming — Internationally-renowned Opera Singer
Anthony Freud — The Lyric Opera of Chicago 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Michael A. Clark, Sidley Austin LLP 
Moderator: Phil Ponce, Chicago Tonight

2016 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Tony Karman — EXPO CHICAGO
D’Arcy Stuart — The Second City
Leavens, Strand & Glover, LLC

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Barry Irwin, Irwin IP LLC
Moderator: Aaron Freeman

2015 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Liz Carroll—International Award-Winning Irish Fiddler and Composer
Mark Howard—Choreographer and Founder—Trinity Irish Dancers
Sidley Austin LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — William H. Frankel
Introduction: Orla McBreen, Consul General of Ireland
Moderator: Rick Kogan, WGN

2014 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Derrick Carter

American House Producer and DJ
Jim DeRogatis and Greg Kot

Co-Hosts of WBEZ’s Sound Opinions
Holland & Knight LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — William E. Rattner

2013 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Michelle T. Boone—Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events
Henry Fogel — Roosevelt University
Joe Segal — Jazz Showcase
The John Marshall Law School

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Andrew L. Goldstein

2012 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Barbara Gaines and Criss Henderson—Chicago Shakespeare Theater
Bruce Iglauer — Alligator Records
Ann Murray — International Music Foundation
Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Ellen Sandor

2011 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Scott Anderson — Law Bulletin Publishing Company
Tony Fitzpatrick — Artist, Playwright, Actor
David C. Hilliard—Pattishall McAuliffe Newbury Hilliard & Geraldson LLP
Marc Kelly Smith — Founder, International Poetry Slam

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — John Iltis

2010 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Fred Anderson — Jazz great
Scott and Judy McCue — Philanthropists
Kit Woods—SAG/AFTRA
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Jerry W. Glover

2009 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Black Harvest International Festival of Film and Video
Richard H. Driehaus — Philanthropist
Joffrey Ballet
Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Paul H. Singer

2008 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Ella Jenkins — Legendary Educator and Entertainer
Victory Gardens Theater
WFMT
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Peter J. Strand

2007 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Christopher G. Kennedy — Merchandise Mart Properties, Inc.
Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus
Old Town School of Folk Music
Foley & Lardner LLP
THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Julieanna L. Richardson

2006 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
The People’s Music School
Roche Edward Schulfer, Executive Director and Robert Falls, Artistic Director 
— Goodman Theatre
Alene Valkanas — Executive Director, Illinois Arts Alliance
Bell, Boyd & Lloyd LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Scott Hodes
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Ra le
PREVIOUS HONOREES | RAFFLE DONORS

2005 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Jerry Butler — Chicago Music Legend
Brenda Sexton — Managing Director, Illinois Film Offi ce
Writers’ Theatre and Michael Halberstam, Artistic Director
Melvin L. Katten and Allan B. Muchin—Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Konstantinos Armiros

2004 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Mary Dempsey — Commissioner, Chicago Public Library
John Mahoney — Actor, Stage, Film and Television
Ed Paschke — Artist, Educator
Winston & Strawn LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Mary Hutchings Reed

2003 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Tony Jones —  President, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, 

Co-CEO of the Art Institute
Jeff McClusky — Independent Radio Music Promoter
Jackie Taylor and The Black Ensemble Theater
Marc R. Kadish — Mayer, Brown, Rowe & Maw LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Linda S. Mensch

2002 THIRTY YEARS OF SERVICE
Roger Ebert — Film Critic, Journalist, Chicago Sun-Times
Ramsey Lewis — Jazz Musician
Steven P. Berkowitz and Marwen Foundation
Joyce Sloane — Founder, Second City

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — R. Thomas Howell, Jr.

2001 ARTLAW@LUNCH
Lerone Bennett, Jr. — Editor, Ebony Magazine
New Art Examiner
Radio Arte WRTE 90.5 FM
Joe Shanahan — Owner, Cabaret Metro

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Patricia A. Felch

2000 ARTLAW@LUNCH
Margaret Taylor Burroughs —  Founder, DuSable Museum of African American 

History
Henry Godinez — Artistic Director, Goodman Theatre
Richard Gray — President, Art Dealers Association of America
Arlene Rakoncay — Executive Director, Chicago Artists’ Coalition

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — William C. Weinsheimer

1999 ART+SOUL
Abena Joan P. Brown —  Co-Founder, President & Producer, eta Creative Arts 

Foundation
John Callaway— Former Senior Correspondent and Host, ‘Chicago Tonight’
Joan Harris — President, Harris Foundation
Pepe Vargas —  Executive Director, International Latino Cultural Center of 

Chicago

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — James N. Alexander
MC—Robin Robinson, Anchor, Fox News Chicago

1998 OUR KIND OF CREATIVE TOWN
Bruce DuMont —  Founder and President of the Museum of Broadcast 

Communications
Ronne Hartfi eld —  Executive Director of Museum Education, The Art Institute 

of Chicago
Ruth Ratny — Founder, Screen Magazine
Organizations:  Mexican Fine Arts Center Museum and

Sara Lee Corporation

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Raymond I. Geraldson, Jr.
MC—Bill Kurtis, Veteran TV Journalist

1997 SILVER ANNIVERSARY GALA
Hope Abelson — Arts Patron and Philanthropist
Fred Fine — Director of Public Affairs for Columbia College
Scott Hodes —  Senior Partner at Ross & Hardies and Co-Founder of LCA
Sidney R. Yates — Illinois Democrat Congressman, 9th District

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Thomas R. Leavens
MC—Joel Daley, Anchor, WLS-TV

WE THANK OUR MANY RAFFLE DONORS
Alligator Records
Bottle & Bottega
Chicago a Cappella
Chicago Fire
Collaboraction
Court Theatre
East Bank Club
Eighth Blackbird Performing Arts Association
Evanston Performing Arts Collective
       Chicago Ballet Arts 
       Evanston Symphony Orchestra
       Fleetwood-Jourdain Theatre
       Studio5 Performing Arts Center
Goodman Theatre
Hearty Boys
Hideout Inn
Jazz Showcase
Medieval Torture Museum
Museum of Illusions Chicago 
Northlight Theatre
Oceanique
Ravinia
Revolution Brewing
The Den Theatre

DONORS
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AND FOUNDATIONS
Sp sors

LEAD SPONSORS
$25,000+
David K. Callahan
Cooney & Conway
Innis Law Group LLC
  In loving memory of Thomas and Barbara Innis
Sidley Austin LLP

$20,000+
Clifford Law Offi ces PC
McDermott Will & Emery

$12,500+
Irwin IP LLC
Katten Muchin Roseman LLP
Mayer Brown LLP

$10,000+
Jan Feldman
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Perkins Coie LLP

SPONSORS
$7,500+
Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Brogan Donovan Reporting, PC
Charles River Associates
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP
Mollie and David Rattner
  In memory of Gale Rattner
Reed Smith
Seyfarth Shaw LLP

$6,000+
Dentons
DLA Piper USA

$5,000+
Richard Assmus
Michael A. Clark
Crowell & Moring LLP
Susan Feibus and Tom Geoghegan
Fifth Third Bank

Greenberg Traurig LLP
Ruth J. Kaufman
Sarah R. Marmor
Marshall, Gerstein & Borun LLP
Neal, Gerber & Eisenber LLP
Pattishall, McAuliffe, Newbury, Hillard & Geraldson LLP
Mary Hutchings Reed
Winston & Strawn LLP

$3,000+
Jane B. Wenger
John and Betty Jacobs
Loeb & Loeb LLP
Mandell Menkes

$2,500+
Kristin Achterhof and Glenn Ronaldson
Alexander Associates
Baron Harris Healey
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP
Jed and Sarah Enlow
Flip Corboy
Foley & Lardner LLP
Julianne Hartzell
Scott Hodes
Matt and Tisha Martin
Mark A. Paskar

$2,000+
Carol Anne Been
Center for Independent Documentary, Inc.
William and Zehava Frankel
Edwin A. Getz
Thomas C. McDonough
Robinson Curley P.C.
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP
Vedder Price

$1,000+
Philip Barengolts
Stacy Baygood Streur
  In honor of Bill Rattner
Belvis Law, LLC
Andrew and Lori Goldstein 
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Sp sors
SPONSORS AND FOUNDATIONS

Bart A. Lazar
Craig D. Leavell
Thomas R. Leavens
Robert L. Margolis
Daniel G.M. Marre
Keith Medansky
Jennifer M. Mikulina
Robert H. Newman
Mary O’Connell
Julieanna L. Richardson
Robert S. Guttman Family Charitable Fund
Saper Law Offi ces
Peter J. Strand
Bill C. Weinsheimer
Michael H. Woolever

$500+
Arnold Brown
Neal Boyle
Frank and Nancy Karger
Luke Kolman
Rick G. Morris

SPECIAL THANKS FOR GENEROUS
IN-KIND DONATIONS
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP
Leading Lawyers
Scott Anderson, Founder/Publisher, Leading Lawyers
Tamara Oliszewicz, Art Director, Leading Lawyers

FOUNDATIONS AND 
GOVERNMENT ENTITIES
Alphawood Foundation
Arts Work Fund for Organizational Development
City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events
Chicago Bar Foundation
Gaylord & Dorothy Donnelley Foundation
Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Illinois Arts Council, a State Agency
Walder Foundation
The MacArthur Fund for Culture, Equity, and the Arts at Prince
MacArthur Foundation

This program is partially supported by a 
grant from the Illinois Arts Council Agency.

AND FOUNDATIONS
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LCA HAS HELPED
S e Clients
137 Films
A. Phillip Randoph Pullman Porter Museum
A.S.T.R.O./Arts Training Program
The Actors Gymnasium, Inc.
Actors Workshop Theatre
Ad Hoc String Quartet
Advent Chamber Orchestra
African American Arts Alliance
Aguijon II Theater Company
AIDS Foundation of Chicago
AIDS Legal Council
Albany Park Theatre Project
Always Acoustic
Alyo Children’s Dance Theatre
American Association of Museums
American Blues Theater
American Center for Theatrical Experimentation
American Composers Forum
American Dance Center Ballet Company
American Film & Video Association 
American Guild of Organists
American International Conservatory of Music
American Music Festivals
American Music Institute, Inc.
American Songbook Preservation Network
American Theatre Company
Anatomical Theatre
Anchor Graphics
And Toto Too Productions
Another Chicago Theater Co.
Another Chicago Press
Antiquity Records
Apollo Chorus of Chicago
Argyle Gargoyle Productions
Ariston Production
Ars Musica Chicago
Art Encounter
Art in Print
Art Resources in Teaching
Artemesia Gallery
Artist Book Works
Artists of Rogers Park
The Arts Alliance
Arts and Business Council of Chicago
Arts America
Arts Ensemble of Chicago
Asbury Brass Quintet
Association for Jewish Theatre
Association for Women Journalists
Athenaeum Theatre Company
Atlatl-American Indian Center
Audience Architects
Audrey Mornson Productions
AurorARTS Alliance
Awaken Performance Theatre Co.
Bailiwick Repertory
Ballet Art Studio of Wilmette
Ballet Chicago
Ballet Folkorico Revolution
Ballet Theatre of Chicago
Basically Bach
Bauhaus Chicago Committee
Beach Street Educational Films Foundation
Beacon Street Theatre
Beta Educational Service
Beverly Theater Guild
Beyondmedia Education

Big Stick Inc.
Birth of a Story Museum
Black Granite Productions
Black Literary Umbrella
Black Sphota Cocoon
Black Theatre Alliance Awards
Blacklight Film Festival
Blair Thomas & Company
Blind Faith Theatre
Blue Star Performance Co.
Books to Libraries
Bootstraps
Box Theatre Group
Breakbone Dance Company
Breakwall Pictures LLC
Breckenridge
Bridge Magazine
Bright Arrow Theatre
Broadway Bound Dance Co.
Bucktown Arts Festival
Burbank Arts League
Burgeoning Porpoise
The Cactus Theatre Company
Cenacle Theatre Company
Center for Black Music Research
Chameleon Productions
Chicago Academy of Visual Arts
The Chicago Actors Ensemble
Chicago Actors Project
Chicago Area Film and Video Network
Chicago Art Dealers Association
Chicago Art Deco Society
Chicago Arts Coalition
Chicago Arts Collaborative for Teachers
Chicago Artists Centre, Inc.
Chicago Artists’ Coalition
Chicago Blues Hall of Fame
Chicago Brass Band Association
Chicago Brass Quintet
Chicago Choral Artists
Chicago Clarinet Ensemble
Chicago Compatriots of the Caribbean
Chicago Composers Consortium
Chicago Contemporary Circus Festival
Chicago Cultural Alliance
Chicago Dance Institute
Chicago Dance Medium
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs
The Chicago Ensemble
Chicago Film Archives
Chicago Filmmakers
Chicago Fine Arts Society
Chicago Flute Club
Chicago Fringe Festival
Chicago Human Rhythm Project
The Chicago High School of the Arts
Chicago Independent Radio Project
Chicago International Peace Movement
Chicago Irish Film Festival
Chicago Jazz Philharmonic
Chicago Klezmer Ensemble
Chicago Latino Cinema
Chicago Media Watch
Chicago Metropolitan Jazz Orchestra
Chicago Music Commission
Chicago Music Consortium
Chicago Music in Publishing

Chicago Photography Center
Chicago School of Violin Making
The Chicago Short Film Brigade
Chicago South Asian Film Festival
Chicago String Ensemble
The Chicago Sunday Evening Club
Chicago Symphonic Wind Ensemble, Inc.
Chicago Teen Museum
Chicago Theatre Company
Chicago Town Jazz Dance
Chicago Urban League
Chicago Viewpoints Ensemble
Chicago Winds
Chicagoland Advocates for Signed Theatre
Chicspeare Production Co.
Children’s Dance Theatre of Chicago
Chicago Youth Shakespeare, Inc.
Chopan Theatre Productions
CircEsteem, Inc.
City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs
City Lit Theatre Company
Citymuse Foundation
Civitas Ensemble
Class-X Band
Classical Performers International
The Classical Symphony Orchestra
Classical Theatrical Productions
Close Call Theatre
Columbia College Chicago
Committee for Labor Access
Commons Theatre
Community Performance Institute
Community Television Network
Congo Square Theatre
Contemporary Dance Theater
Council of Illinois Non Profi t Organizations
Crime Fiction Pictures LLC
Cultural Arts Connection
Cultural Project International
Culture Shock Chicago
Custer Street Fair
DBA Studios
The Daily Bride LLC
Dance Chicago
Dance Detour
Dari Gallery
David Adler Cultural Center
Dean Berdusis Photography
Deerpath Gallery
Design Evanston
DesPlaines Art Guild
Die Hanswurste
DiW2 Design Lab
Doorika Theatre
DreamShop, Inc.
Ears & Eyes Records
East Meets West Music Arts
East West Music International
ECC Gospel Workshop
Effective Theatre
Eighth Blackbird Ensemble
Elastic Arts Foundation
Elite Feet Dance Ensemble
Elgin Opera
Elgin Youth Symphony Orchestra
Elmhust Artists’ Guild
Elmhurst Choral Union
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S e Clients
SOM

E CLIENTS LCA HAS HELPED

Emerald City Theatre Company
Ensemble Espanol
Erie Street Press
Elmhurst Symphony Orchestra
Estrojam
Euro Underground
Evanston Art Center
Evanston Arts Council
Evanston Children’s Theatre
Evanston Storytelling Festival
Evolution Productions
Experimental Music Ensemble
Experimental Film Coalition
Experimental Sound Studio
Facets Multimedia
The Factory Theater
Fe De Erratas/Dorantes
Fellowship of the Performing Arts
Feminist Writers Guild
Feral Theatre Company
Festa Stuff, Inc.
Filipino American Historical Society
Fine Arts Building Gallery
First Night Evanston
First Stage Theatre
Five Star Performing Arts Community
Flush Puppy Productions
Flying Fish Records
Foreground Theater Company
Foresight Design Initiative
Forever Young Media, Inc.
Four Birds Pictures
Free Street Theater
French Connection Films
Friends of the Arts
Friends of Benjamin Marshall Society
Friends of Dusable
Frump Tucker Theatre Co.
Fulton County Community Arts Council
Gallery 60035
Gallery 510 Arts Guild, Ltd.
Gallery E.G.G.
Gayco
Genesis at the Crossroads, Inc.
Get the Big Picture
Geese Theatre
The Gift Theatre Company
Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Chicago
Giordano Dance Chicago
Glen Ellyn Children’s Chorus
Glenview Art League
Glessner House Museum
Grant A Wish Foundation
Grayscale Films, LLC
Greasy Joan & Co.
Great Lakes Art Studio
Green Chi Films
Greenhouse Contemporary Art Center
Griffi n Theatre Company
H2O Soul
HMS Media, Inc.
Hairless Films
Haitian American Museum of Chicago
Happiness Club
Harrand Camp of the Theatre Arts
Harrison St. Cooperative
Haymarket Opera Company

Heritage Corridor Creative Arts
Heroic Age Studios
The Hilgos Foundation
Homesick Blues
Horizants Mexicanos de Dance Folkoria
Horizons for the Blind
The House Theatre of Chicago
Howling Moon Arts Organization
Hubbard Street Dance Company
Hyde Park School of Ballet
Hyde Park Suzuki Institute, Inc.
The Hypocrites
IFP/Chicago
Ice Semble Chicago
Illinois Arts Alliance
Illinois Center for Violence Prevention
Illinois Central Blues Club
Illinois Heritage Association
Illinois Humanities Council
Illinois Labor History Society
Illinois Literary Publishers
Illinois Production Alliance
Illinois State Genealogical Society
Illinois State Music Teachers Association
Illinois Storytelling Festival
Illinois Theatre Association
Imagination Theater
Impact Theatre Group
Impetus Dance Theater
Independents Day Media, Inc.
Independent Writers of Chicago
Instituto Cervantes of Chicago, Inc.
International Cinema Museum
International Latino Cultural Center of Chicago
International Music Foundation
International Theater of Chicago
International Women’s Festival
Intuit:  Center for Intuitive and Outsider Art
Israel Arts Festival Committee
Italian American Theatre
Jannes Art Publishing
Jason Steele Ensemble
Jazz Hands Across America
Jazz Institute of Chicago
Jazz Members Big Band
Jazz Unites
JB Head Shots
JBTV
JJ’s List
Joel Hall Dancers
Joyce’s Fine Arts Academy
Jump Rhythm Jazz Project
Justus Arts Education Programs
K.O. Improv LLC
Kaos Foundation
Karitos Christian Arts Association
Kellie’s School of Ballet & Dance
Kindling Group
Koko Taylor’s Celebrity Aid Foundation
Kozan Studios
Kuumba Theatre
Laboratory Theatre Project
Ladyfest Midwest Chicago
Lake Villa Area Fine Arts
Latin American Museum of Art
Latino Chicago Theater Company
Latino Cultural Medical Association

Latino Music Studio
League of Chicago Theatres
The Learning Resource Centers of America, Inc.
Left Field Chicago, LLC
The Library Project
Life Force Arts Foundation
Light-Hearted Productions
Lillian Synder Icarian Living History Museum
Lill Street Arts Center
Lincoln Opera
Links Hall, Inc.
Linneage Gallery
Liquid Stage Theatre Collective
A Little Taste of Heaven
Live Action Cartoonist
Live Bait Theatrical Company
Live Theatre
LiveWire Chicago Theatre
Local Infi nites
Logan Square Chamber of the Arts
Lookingglass Theatre Company
The Lovehammers
Marcel Duchamp Memorial Players
Marwen Foundation
Maywood Fine Arts Association
Maywood Renaissance Center
McCormick Tribune Freedom Museum
McHenry County Illinois Genealogical Society
Melissa Thodos and Dancers
Mental Floss Gallery
Mexican Civic Society of Illinois
Mexican Folkloric Dance Company of Chicago
Mid America Concerts, Inc.
Midwest Independent Film Festival
Midwest Playwrights
Millennium Chamber Players Inc.
The Millennium Wagner Opera
The Mime Group
MJT Productions/ Young Actors Ensemble
Mordine & Company Dance Theatre
Moming
Moose Project 
Mostly Music
Mothers Trust Foundation
The Moving Dock Theatre Company
Mucca Pazza
Muntu Dance Theatre
Mushroom Productions
Music of the Baroque Concert Series
Music Medicine International
N.A.M.E. Gallery
Name a Star Foundation
National Anti-Apartheid Concert Series
National Association of Independent Artists
National Jazz Museum
National Writers Union — Chicago Locals 12
Natya Dance Theatre
Near Northwest Arts Council
The Neighborhood Foundation
The Neo Futurists
New Art Examiner
New Theatre Collective
Niaterra LLC
Niles Concert Company
Nit & Wit Magazine
Northlight Theatre Company
Northshore Art League

LCA HAS HELPED
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Nucleus Dance Collective
Oak Park Art League
Oasis Threatre Collective, Inc.
Object Design League
Oblivion Theatre Company
Oddlife Theater Company
Oil Painters Association of America
Oink Press, Inc.
Oistrach Symphony Orchestra
Ole Ole Puppet and Dance Theater
On Hands Productions
Open Cage Ensemble
Open City Theatre Company
Open Hand Studios
Out of the Woodwork Productions
The Opera Factory
Ordower Productions, Inc.
Organic Theatre Company
Orquestra de Samba
Orquestra Ebenezer
Osmosis
Ottawa Visitor’s Center
PaChanga Dance Company
Palette and Chisel Academy of Fine Arts
Palios Productions
Palos Fine Arts Association
Panache, Inc.
Pangea Media LLC
Parallax Theatre
Partners in Mime
Peace & Justice Radio
Pegasus Players
Pendulum Theatre Co.
Peninsula Arts Assn.
People’s Music school
People To Know
Perceptual Motion
Performing Arts Chicago
Peruvian Cultural Foundation
Peter Mars Authentic LLC
Phandemonium
Phoemusic Publishing
Phoenix Dance Theatre
Phoenix Theatre Company
PianoForte Foundation
Pierce Community Center of Chicago
Piven Theatre Workshop
Poetic Productions
PopMatters Media Inc.
Playback Theatre Midwest
Playwrights’ Center, Inc.
Pleasant Home Foundation
Poetic Productions
The Poetry Center
Preston Bradley Community Centre
Pride Youth
Primal Connection
Pro Evanston Majority
Project&
Project Danztheatre Company
Prop Theatre
Pros Arts Studio
Quad Cities Arts Council
Quad Cities Juggling Club
Rambunctious Review
Rasaka Theatre
Ravenswood Media, Inc.

Redi Arts & Education Foundation
Redmoon Theater
Redtape Theater Company
Refuge Center for Artists in Recovery
Remains Theatre Company
Rebrandt Chamber Players
Repertory Opera of Highland Park
Retro Theatre
Reverie Theatre Company
Revolutionized Arts
Rhythm & Light
Riddlemark Theatre
The Right Brain Project
Roadworks Productions
Rockford Area Arts Council
Roots International Arts Alliance, Inc.
The Route 66 Theatre Company
RPM Productions
Rugrat Players
Rumble Arts Center
Running with Scissors
Sacred Dance Guild Lakeshore
Safety Time Communications Association
Salt Creek Ballet
Salt Creek Sinfonetta
Sandbox Theatre Project
Sansculottes Theater Company
The School of the Art Institute
Second City Ballet
Sedona Visual Artists Coalition
Segundo Ruiz Belvis Cultural Center
Senior Issues 
Senior Suburban Orchestra
Serendipity Theatre Company
The Shakespeare Project of Chicago
Shattered Globe Theatre Company
Shimer College
Shining Star Productions
Shining Through Productions
Shout Chicago
Show Theatre Group
Sideshow Theatre Company
Signature Ensemble
Sing to Live-Live to Sing
Skiparock Films
Skokie Park District
Skybox Studios
Skyline Design Inc.
Slavic Projection Folk Ensemble
Snapshop City
Society for Yiddish Culture
Society of American Mosaic Artists
Society of Guilders
Sockeye Films
Southwest Community Music Center
Speak Easy Audio
The Special Consensus
Spelunker Flophouse
Sprung Movement Theatre
A Stage of One’s Own
Standby Productions
Steel Beam Theater Company
Steppenwolf Theatre
Stormfi eld Theatre
Street Level Youth Media
Sun Sea Sky Productions
Sutherland Community Arts Initiative

Swallow Cliff Dance Company
Sweetback Productions
Symphony of the Shores
Synergy Theatre Company
Talisman Theatre
Teatro Luna
Teatro Vista Theatre Company
Teen Nation
Ten by Ten Magazine
Teresa y Las Preferidos
Textile Arts Centre
Theatrebam Chicago
The Theatre Collective
Theatre Historical Society
Third World Press
Three Oaks Theater Festival
Touchstone Theatre
Transitions Abroad
The Treehouse
Third Floor Artists
Three Oaks Theater Festival
Three Walls
Tooth & Nail Theater
TRC Events, Inc.
TriArts, Inc.
Trinity Irish Dance Co.
Tripaway Theatre
Triple Darkness
Twisted Loop Comics
Ulysses Theatre Company
Umalleniay Productions
Underground Music Conservation
United Opera Company of Chicago
United States Pantomine Association
Uniting of Character Program, Inc.
Unity Temple Concert Series
Unity Temple Restoration Foundation
Uptown Multi-Cultural Art Center
Urinetown
Utopia Youth Network
The Utopian Theatre Asylum (TUTA)
Vanguard Opera Theatre
Vector Theatrical Laboratory
Very Special Arts Illinois
Viaduct Theatre
Vice Versa Literary Magazine
Villa Grove Community Theatre
Village Artists, Inc.
Voices That Listen
Walkabout Puppets
Wavelength Improvisational 
  Communications Institute
WBEZ’s Stories on Stage
Wicker Park Films
The Wicker Park Project
Wig Theatre
The William Ferris Chorale
Wilmette Art Guild
Windy City Rollers
Women in Animation
Women in Film/Chicago
Women in the Director’s Chair
Woman Made Gallery
The Woodlawn Battle on Wax
Writers’ Theatre

LCA HAS HELPED
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Cassandra Abernathy
Kristin J. Achterhof*
Michael Adams
David M. Adler
Jon M. Adler
Amy T. Adler^
Amanda J. Alasauskas^
Stefania Alessi
Michael S. Allen
Cristina Q. Almendarez
Suzanne Marie Alton
Suzanne M Alton de Eraso
Joseph Ambrose
Amal S. Amin
Omar Ammash
Eric Anderson
Elaina Emerick Andrade
Scott A. Andresen
James J. Aquilina
Joseph F. Arand
Markus A. Arbus
Marina Aronchik
Richard M. Assmus*
Luc Attlan
Erika Auger
Hillary E. August
Robert Ayres
Elena Diaz
Mercedes Badia-Tavas
Jessica Bahr^
Elizabeth Baio
William Ballentine
Phillip Barengolts*
Mark H. Barinholtz
Marvis Barnes
Steven L. Baron*
John Bathke^
Jonathan K. Baum
David L. Bea
Jeffrey S. Becker^
Carol Anne Been*
Mary Patricia Benz
Alexander Berk
Ronald S. Betman
Alicia C. Beyer
Christine Biebel
Hans Biebl
Jerry Biederman
Emma Bienias
Timothy Lawrence Binetti
Lindsey Birch
Miles Andrew Bishop
Ian Block
Kathleen E. Blouin
Brian Boch
Jodie Boderman
Erik Bokar
Michelle Bolos

Daniel Bond
Paul A. Borovay
Mikhael Ann Bortz
Austin Bowman
Ashley W. W. Brandt
Adia Brantley
Claire E Brennan
Leonard Brenner
Julia Brook
Marc E. Brown
Jonathan Brown^
Daniel Timothy Bruce
Shawn M. Buchanan
Avery S. Buffa
Manon Burns
Timothy Burns
Jeremy Buxbaum
Gregory J. Bynan
Valerie Byrne
Steven R. Cade
Tiffani L. Caldwell
Alexandra Caleca
Jake Calvert
Travis Campbell
Tori Campbell
Thomas J. Campbell Jr.
Francesca Cardillo
Ross Carlson
Jim Carroll
Anthony B. Cartee
Rachael C. Casey
Stephanie M. Cash
Sam J. Castree III
Emily Castro
David Cellitti
Ruth W. Chan
Eric H. Check
Qi Chen
Fan Cheng
Martin Childs IV
Keven G. Chin
Gregory J. Chinlund
Pinju Chiu
Aurelie Chorly
Jason Chrestionson
John Cipriano
Daphne Cirino
Michael A. Clark*
Joan D. Clay
Joshua N. Cliburn
Rachel B. Cohen-Deano
Stephanie Coirin
Kelsey Ann Collisi
Michael J. Conroy
Katie Conterio
Kevin J. Conway*
Amy Cook
Dayna C Cooper

Elizabeth Cooper
Alexis Cooper
Nick Corbett
John Cotiguala
David W. Creasey
Katie Cronin
Samuel Thomas Crowley
Terrie L. Culver
Elizabeth A. Cutri
Susan J. Daley
James D. Dasso
Lawrence I. Davidson
Sidney Dawsey^
Kimber Dawson
Paul A. Del Aguila
Brian Delaney
Joe Deloney
Mark C. Dempsey
William E. Devitt
Mary E. Deweese
Elena B Diaz
Lizzy Diaz-Ortiz
Ronald A. DiCerbo
Beth Dickstein
Melissa Skylas Dillenbeck
Adrian DiMelis
Bret T. Diskin
Brandon L. Dixon
Moshe Dlott
Adam Docks
Jarrett Doe
Mike Domanico
Jacque Donahue
Jordan Donnelly
Katherine Donnelly
Ted A. Donner
Brett Doran
Michael Drew
Kevin Driscoll
Martha E Drouet
Joshua Dubin
Stuart Duhl
Elaine Duhl
Stuart and Elaine Duhl
Jeffrey Dunning
Timothy Eavenson
Alison Edmunds
Jessica A. Ekhoff^
Juren Ekwejunor-Etchie
Sharief El-Gabri
Julia Riedel Emfi nger
Jed Enlow^
Denny Esford
Meredith Mays Espino
Melissa Eubanks
Bradley B. Falkof
Adam Farag
Stephen Fedo

Susan G. Feibus
Katie Feiereisel
Benjamin D. Feilich
Karl Louis Felbinger^
Jan Feldman
Tiffany Ferguson
Tyler Ferguson
Pedro Fernandez
Kevin Patrick Fitzgibbons
Dan Flaherty
Kyle L. Flynn
Andrea Flynn
Thomas Flynn
Emily J. Follas
Thomas Fraerman
Andrew S. Fraker
Tammi K. Franke
William H. Frankel*
Hillel Frankel
David A. Franklin
James Freedman
John Frey
Kaitlyn Frey
Jeffrey Fridman
Michael Friedman
Kevin Fritz
Adam J. Fromm
Tron Y. Fu
Andrea S. Fuelleman^
Christie R. Galinski
Gabriel Galloway
Wesley Gangi
Colleen Ganin
Rachel Gartner
Peter Gauss
Peter E. Gauss
Matt Gehringer
Andrew M. Geier
Elizabeth Geraldi
Robert M. Gerstein
Edwin A. Getz*
Sara Ghadiri
Sameer A. Ghaznavi
Wayne Giampietro
Nicholas Gibson
Michelle Gilbert
Benjamin P. Gilford
Steven Gillman
Richard Ginsburg
Jeremy Glazier
Jerry W. Glover*
Myrna B. Goldberg
Lori A. Goldstein
Andrew L. Goldstein*
Doron Goldstein
Myoka Kim Goodin
Jason W. Gordon
Kristen L. Gorenberg
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Julie Gottshall
Graham C. Grady
Jeffrey P. Gray
Trinitee Green
Matthew Griffi n
James E. Griffi th
Jason Griffi th
Andrew M. Gross
Joshua R. Gross
David Gulbransen
April Gutting
Reginald Guy
Lesley Gwam
Daniel J. Hagedorn
Carla Ham^
John C. Hammerle
Victoria Hanson
Sam S.Z. Harmelech
Mary E. Harmon
Charles Harrington
Marcus Harris
Brian Hartstein
Julianne Hartzell*
Matthew Hartzler
Tyiase Hasan
Jake Haskell
Taokif Hassan
Renee Hatcher
Joseph F. Hawkins
Eric Hayes
Melanie R. Haywood
David Heckman
Ryan Hedges
Paul Heeringa
Brian L. Heidelberger
Thomas Heisler
Clifford Helm
John Hendrickson
Louis R. Hernandez
Joseph F. Hetz
Melissa Hewitt
Susan S. Hickel
Daniel Hildebrand
Katherine Hill
Nathan Hinch
Jennifer Hirst
Janet Goelz Hoffman
Sean M. Hoffman
Emily Holpert
Thomas L. Holt
Lisa Holubar
Yashas K. Honasoge
Marsha K. Hoover
Chris Hopkins
Mark J. Horne
Jalissa Horne
Jeff Hornstein
Barry R. Horwitz

Eddie Houlihan
Kathleen Howard
Elizabeth Hubbard
Kelly Huggins
Shannon Eileen Hughes
Dalton Hughes
William J. Hutchens
Usama Ibrahim
Sarah Iftekhar
Ronald Inawat
Abigail Ingram
Brian Ingram
Barry F. Irwin*
Charles Jackson
Ryan B. Jacobson
Kevin Jacobson
James Jang
Rachel Jennings
Laura Jennings
Howard K. Jeruchimowitz
Jian Jiang
Danielle K. Johnson
Evan Johnson
Norah L. Jones
Philip Jones
Patrick T. Joy
Mary L. Kaczmarek
Julie K. Kadish
Barbara K. Kagan
Kathryn Kaler
John Kalogriopoulos
Maggie Kamm
Elaine Kao
Samina Kapadia
Paige Kaplan
Brittany Kaplan
Luke Karamyalil
Alexander Karana^
Katherine Kargl
Hope Karmo
Alex Karnopp
James Kasper
Seth H. Katz
Cristian Kelly
Hal “Corky” Kessler
Mishel Keta
Kieran Kieckhefer
Jane Kim
Charles King III
William Kirby
Gregg Kirchhoefer
Adrienne Kitchen
Thomas Joseph Kliebhan^
Matt A. Klomparens
Shelby Klose
Timothy Knudsen
Kurt J. Kolar
James D. Kole

Shelby Kost
Billy Kramre
Charles Krugel
Sara Kubik
Jeffrey R. Kulwin
Ismail Cem Kuru
Richard M. LaBarge
Robert J. Labate*
Grzegorz Labuz
James Lai
Madalyn R. Lake
Mita K. Lakhia
Lakshmi Lakshmanan
Robert M Lamkin
Justin Lauria-Banta
Douglas Lavey
Bart A. Lazar*
Craig D. Leavell*
Thomas R. Leavens*
Eric D. Ledbetter*
William H.T. Lee
Jaebok Lee
Mark Lee
Ivy Lee
Kwanwoo Lee
Katie Ann Lee
Katarzyna A. Levecke
Jamie Levin
Daniel M. Levine
Elizabeth P. Lewis
Judy Elizabeth Li
Dale Howard Lichtenstein
Joshua E. Liebman
David P. Lindner^
Sandra Melissa Lopez
Abad Lopez
Aaron Lorber
John Lynn
Marcia Tavares Maack
Syed Madani
Amit Makker
Dennis P. Malloy
Susan Malter
Brett A. Manchel^
Floyd A. Mandell
Shehnaz I. Mansuri
Maria Maras
Robert L. Margolis*
Joseph Margolis
Sarah R. Marmor*
Daniel G.M. Marre*
Matthew A. Martin*
Ryan M. Martin
Mary Kay Martire
Martin S. Masar III
Douglas N. Masters*
Edgar Matias
Onica Matsika

Philip Matthews
Kenneth Andrew Matuszewski^
Nura Maznavi
Eric Mazure
Evan McAlpine
Gregory A. McConnell
Kevin T. McCormick
Tom C. McDonough*
Fiona McEntee
Paul D. McGrady
William T. McGrath
Evan McGuire
Mark McLoughlin
Casey McMillan
Jaclyn A. McNally
Thomas McNulty
Antony J. McShane
Chase Means
James B. Medek
Jose Alejandro Medina Cruz
Leah Medway
Ravi Mehta
August Melcher
Pilar Mendez
Linda S. Mensch
Maria Metropulos
David R. Metzger
Jennifer M. Mikulina*
Kendall R. Mills
Odell Mitchell III^
Kevin J. Mix
Michael Moody
Dremain Taylor Moore
Aima Mori
Mitchell P. Morinec
Zachary M. Morris
Anna Morzy
John George Moustis Jr.^
John S. Mrowiec
Charles Lee Mudd Jr.
Michael R. Mulcahy
Matthew T. Mulroe
James P. Muraff
Christian O.D. Murphy
D. James Nahikian
Tyler E. Neal
Stephanie J. Nelson
Kevin Nelson
Amy Nelson
Allegra R. Nethery
Paul D. Newendyke
Robert H. Newman*
Alyssa Newswanger
Carrie Newton
Francine Ngo
Anthony Nguyen
Jeff Nichols
Wesley G. Nissen
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Keegan J. Nowlin
James R. Nuttall
Cheryl Tama Oblander
Catherine O’Brien^
Aaron Ogunro
Emily Olivera
Jordan One
Tiffany Onyemaobi
Jonah Orlofsky
Lian Osier
Grant Ossler
Nicole O’Toole
Erick J. Palmer
Simeon G. Papacostas
Rebekah Parker
Mark A. Paskar*
Joli Janak Patel
Aayushi K. Patel
Raj Patel
Kalpesh Patel
Novaira T. Paul
Alexis E. Payne
Richard Peterson
Stacey E. Petrek
Sean D. Phelan
Ryan N. Phelan
Ananya Pillutla
Jeffrey A. Pine
Jan Pirozzolo-Mellowes
Robert G. Pluta
Alexander E. Porter
Jeremiah Posedel
Nora Preece
Arnold Pula
Vik Puri
Nicole M. Puza
Kevin Quilty
Brian Raddatz
Bradley F. Rademaker
William E. Rattner
taaj reaves
Austin Redman
Michael D. Reed^
Neal Reenan
Aubrey Refuerzo
Leigh Anna Reichenbach
Craig E. Reimer
Anna J. Remis
David Resnick
Kathleen A. Rheintgen
Trisha Michelle Rich
Vanessa Richmond
Tobin M. Richter
Emily Rickard
Erinn Rigney
Cynthia J. Rigsby
India Rios

Neal Robin
Donielle F. Robinson
Daniel L. Rogna
David Rokach
Brian A. Rosenblatt
Rebecca D. Rosenthal Kristall
Benjamin Rotman
David Rubenstein
Toam Rubinstein
Lee Ann Russo
Marisa L. Saber
John J. Sabl
Emma Sadikovich
Giselle Safazadeh
Lauren Salins
Cristina M. Salvato
Emily A. Sample
Cristina Sanchez
Philip W. Sandler
Thomas C. Santora
Daliah Saper
Jacob Saslow
JJ J. Saul
James Saul
Alison Schaffer
Sarah Schanz
John Schleppenbach
Ansley Haman Schrimpf
Brett Schroeder
Michael E. Schultz
Jason Schultz
Lauren Marie Schulz
Richard W. Schumacher
Ilana M. Schwartz
Mary Katherine Schweihs
Helen Schweitz
Lisa Fuller Schwier
Rick L. Sevcik
Zade Shakir
Steven R. Shamash
James A. Shapiro
Scott B. Shapiro
Andrew D. Shapiro
Lena Shapiro
Sarah Shaw
John Sheehan
Mary M. Shepro
Gina Shkoukani
Michael Silver
David Simon
Lauren Skerrett
Christopher N. Skey
Adam Smestad^
Kara Smith
Max Snow
John Snow
Jillian Sommers

Coco Soodek
Rachael Stack
Christopher Stacker
Christian G. Stahl
Danielle N. Stanciel
Jasmine Stanzick
Lee Barrington Stark
Erin Steele
Deana Stein
Kathleen Stetsko
Nina Stillman
Bonitq L. Stone
John E. Stoner
George Stowe
Jason D. Strabo
Peter J. Strand*
William A. Streff
Stacy Streur
Delilah P. Strickland
Robert Strom
Jacob Styburski
Sonja Subasic
Ann Marie Sullivan
Jeffrey Swatzell
David N. Swendsen
Sean S. Swidler
Ahad Syed
Piper Taggart
Alfred C. Tam
Susan L. Tanaka
Xander Tapling
Kelly Tautges
Daniel Mark Terhune
Reeya Thakrar
Madelaine Thomas^
Kevin Andrew Thompson
Andrew H. Thompson
Laura Tiemstra
Noah Kevin Tilton
Scott A. Timmerman
Elise Tincher
Alexa Tipton^
Ellen Todd
Megan Pike Toth
Kevin Tottis
Jake Townsend
Calvin Anthony Townsend II
Joel E. Tragesser
Andrew H. Tripp
Richard Tsay
Christine Umbright
Mario Utreras
Dirk Vanover
Gilbert J. Villafl or
Sarah B. Virani
Neva Wagner
Jeffrey Wakolbinger

Daniel Loren Walbright
William A. Walden
Marci Walker
Spencer Weber Waller
Longhao Al Wang
Pam Wang
Li Wang
Habib Wardak
Zach Wawrzyniakowski
Loren Weil
Benjamin C. Weinberg
Gary S. Weinstein
Aaron Weinzierl
William Weltman
Thomas C. Wendt
Scott Westhoff
Lois E. Wetzel
Nick Wheeler
Marc Whipple
Kat White
Elizabeth White
Adam B. Whiteman
Edward Wicks
Undray Wilks
Isaac Willett
Ross Williams
Antwan Malik Williams
Brad Wilson
Ruth M. Wimer
Tina Winer
Steven Wiser
Kate Withers
Lisa Wiznitzer
Spencer R. Wood
Andrew Wood
Bianca Wright
Elaine Wyder-Harshman
Yi Yang
Sai Yarramalla
Meg York
Kristine M. Young
Iftekhar Zaim
Larry M. Zanger
Jacob L. Zerkle
Jennifer Zimberg
Jon Zimring
Ilya G. Zlatkin^
John Zukin

*  Indicates LCA Board 
of Directors and 
Honors Council

^ Indicates Associate Board 
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EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES
LCA 

Artists encounter Arts Law issues constantly. In fact, the more successful the artists, the more they rely on Arts Law principles to further their careers. 

Launched in 2017, LCA’s LawSmarts is an outreach program intended to bring Arts Law to the arts community. We create live seminars and workshops 
for all areas of the arts—and for all areas of the City.

LCA’s LawSmarts programs cover a huge range of Arts Law topics, such as music performance rights, literary clearances, fi lm and theater contracts, 
and much more. Our NFP Startup Workshops, offered fi ve times a year, have helped to launch thousands of exciting, and successful, arts organizations 
over the years. 

LCA’s LawSmarts programs are often at the cutting edge of new developments affecting the arts community. For example, in the last three years, we’ve 
presented three programs on sexual harassment issues in the performing arts, focusing on those issues in theater, dance, and large-scale music 
performing organizations.

For more information go to law-arts.org/lawsmarts or call 312-649-4111.

“Arti s d ’t ju  n d lawyers. Arti s n d to under  d Arts Law.”
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LCA launched its Video Law Library in 2019 as a free resource of video lectures that assist lawyers in representing LCA’s arts clients. This pioneering, 
fi rst-in-the-nation, project is already helping to educate general practice attorneys in the complexities of Arts Law.

LCA’s Video Law Library is much more than a general survey of Arts Law concepts.  Each video takes you “into the weeds,” providing practical, 
paragraph-by-paragraph guidance to assist you in representing your arts clients in transactional and other matters. Each video is accompanied by 
model agreements and other materials relating directly to the video’s subject.

Thanks to a partnership with the Illinois Institute for Continuing Legal Education (IICLE), our videos offer Continuing Legal Education credit and are 
available free of charge to LCA volunteer attorneys when accessed through the LCA website.

For more information go to law-arts.org/lawsmarts or call 312-649-4111.

LCA’s Video Law Library helps generali  lawyers to represent clients in � e arts.
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LCA Interns

School: 
Chicago-Kent College of Law

Current Position: 
Amine & Associates, LLC—
Assistant Director of 
Regional Affairs

Class:
2021

School: 
University of Chicago 
Law School

Current Position: 
Law Clerk, United States Court of 
Appeals for the 
Tenth Circuit

Class:
2022

Photo Credit: Savannah Topaz Marino

School: 
Notre Dame Law School

Current Position: 
Irwin IP, Special Counsel for 
Entertainment Law and 
Pro Bono Services

Class:
2021

School: 
Northwestern Pritzker School of Law

Current Position: 
Staff Editor, Northwestern Journal 
of International 
Law and Business

Class:
2022

School: 
University of Illinois Chicago School 
of Law

Current Position: 
Student Attorney at the UIC School 
of Law and Lead Articles Editor 
of the Review of Intellectual Property 
Law (RIPL)

Class:
2022

School: 
University of Illinois Chicago School 
of Law

Current Position: 
Associate Attorney at 
Sidley Austin

Class:
2021

School: 
Chicago-Kent College of Law

Current Position: 
Judicial Extern at the Northern 
District of Illinois

Class:
2022

School: 
University of Illinois Chicago School 
of Law

Class:
2022

Photo Credit: Sal Cincotta

MARISA SCHUTZ KATHLEEN KENNEDY

ALEXA TIPTON DEVIN WEINBERG

SARAH LAPEARL LAUREN LEWIS

AIDAN DOLIK DANIEL HENRY

AND PILI LAW FELLOWS
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LCA Interns

School: 
University of Wisconsin Madison 
School of Law

Current Position: 
Legal intern at the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court in Justice 
Dallet’s Offi ce

Class:
2022

LCA INTERNS AND PILI LAW
 FELLOW

S

MIRANDA SALAZAR

School: 
University of Chicago Law School

Class:
2022

School: 
University of Chicago 
Law School

Class:
2022

School: 
Loyola University of Chicago School 
of Law

Class:
2023

ANDREW SUTHERLAND

SOPHIE MIRZAIAN KATHERINE LUO

School: 
University of Illinois Chicago 
School of Law

Class:
2022

SABINA NEDKOVA

School: 
University of Chicago 
Law School

Class:
2022

JAMES JONES

School: 
University of Washington School 
of Law

Class:
2023

RILEY GRACE BORDEN

AND PILI LAW FELLOWS

School: 
Chicago-Kent College of Law

Class:
2024

DANIELLE GENSBUR





























































TOP LAWYERS
CREATIVE ARTS
BASED UPON A SURVEY OF THEIR PEERS

These LEADING LAWYERS have been recommended by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois.
Michele S. Katz Advitam IP LLC Chicago 312.332.7700
Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property; Patent

William T. Gibbs Corboy & Demetrio PC Chicago 312.346.3191
Arts/Entertainment/Sports

James B. Conte CR MILES PC Chicago 970.492.0000
Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property; Patent

Gianna R. Scatchell Disparti Law Group PA Chicago 312.506.5511
Computer/Technology; Data Privacy

Jeanne M. Hoffmann Downey & Lenkov LLC Chicago 312.327.0018
Arts/Entertainment/Sports; Copyright/Trademark

Richard W. Lenkov Downey & Lenkov LLC Chicago 312.327.0032
Arts/Entertainment/Sports

Brian A. Rosenblatt Downey & Lenkov LLC Chicago 312.327.0056
Advertising/Media; Arts/Entertainment/Sports; Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property

Jay Edelson Edelson PC Chicago 312.589.6375
Computer/Technology; Data Privacy

Kimberly White Alcantara Friedman Law Group Ltd Chicago 773.248.9455
Advertising/Media; Arts/Entertainment/Sports; Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property

Andrea E. Friedman Friedman Law Group Ltd Chicago 773.248.9455
Advertising/Media; Arts/Entertainment/Sports; Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property

John M. Gabala Jr. Giffin Winning Cohen & Bodewes PC Springfield 217.525.1571
Copyright/Trademark

Beverly A. Berneman Golan Christie Taglia LLP Chicago 312.696.1221
Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property

Herbert H. Finn Greenberg Traurig LLP Chicago 312.456.8427
Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property; Patent

Jeffrey G. Mote Greenberg Traurig LLP Chicago 312.456.8401
Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property; Patent

Kara E. F. Cenar Greensfelder Hemker & Gale PC Chicago 312.345.5018
Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property; Patent
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Susan Meyer Greensfelder Hemker & Gale PC Chicago 312.345.5019
Advertising/Media; Copyright/Trademark

Peter M. Katsaros Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP Chicago 312.637.3015
Computer/Technology

Andrew D. Morton Handler Thayer LLP Chicago 312.641.2100
Arts/Entertainment/Sports

Andrew M. Stroth Handler Thayer LLP Chicago 312.641.2100
Advertising/Media; Arts/Entertainment/Sports

Steven J. Thayer Handler Thayer LLP Chicago 312.641.2100
Arts/Entertainment/Sports

Michael T. Kokal Heyl Royster Springfield 217.522.8822
Copyright/Trademark; Patent

Mark D. Belongia Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP Chicago 312.704.3985
Arts/Entertainment/Sports

Aaron W. Brooks HolmstromKennedyPC Rockford 815.962.7071
Computer/Technology; Intellectual Property

Michael A. Hierl Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym Ltd Chicago 312.604.2678
Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property; Patent

Mary E. Innis Innis Law Group LLC Chicago 312.321.9021
Advertising/Media; Arts/Entertainment/Sports; Copyright/Trademark; Data Privacy; Intellectual Property

Barry F. Irwin Irwin IP LLC Chicago 312.667.6081
Intellectual Property

Joseph Saltiel Irwin IP LLC Chicago 312.667.6283
Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property; Patent

Sandra A. Frantzen McAndrews Held & Malloy Ltd Chicago 312.775.8000
Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property; Patent

Edward A. Mas II McAndrews Held & Malloy Ltd Chicago 312.775.8000
Intellectual Property; Patent

Tricia L. Meyer Meyer Law Ltd Chicago 888.316.0776
Computer/Technology

Richard B. Biagi Neal & McDevitt Northfield 847.881.2455
Advertising/Media; Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property
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Evan D. Brown Neal & McDevitt Northfield 847.881.2460
Computer/Technology; Copyright/Trademark; Data Privacy; Intellectual Property

Nicholas G. de la Torre Neal & McDevitt Northfield 847.881.2463
Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property

Kevin J. McDevitt Neal & McDevitt Northfield 847.881.2451
Advertising/Media; Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property

Peter L. O’Reilly O’Reilly Law Glenview 312.755.9127
Advertising/Media 

Monique N. Bhargava Reed Smith LLP Chicago 312.207.2416
Advertising/Media; Computer/Technology; Copyright/Trademark; Data Privacy; Intellectual Property

Jason W. Gordon Reed Smith LLP Chicago 312.207.2456
Advertising/Media; Arts/Entertainment/Sports; Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property

Sondra A. Hemeryck Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila LLP Chicago 312.471.8724
Advertising/Media; Copyright/Trademark

Louis A. Klapp Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila LLP Chicago 312.471.8680
Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property; Patent

Kelly M. Warner Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila LLP Chicago 312.471.8740
Computer/Technology

Phillip J. Zisook Schoenberg Finkel Beederman Bell Glazer LLC Chicago 312.648.2300
Advertising/Media; Arts/Entertainment/Sports; Copyright/Trademark

Michael D. Wexler Seyfarth Shaw LLP Chicago 312.460.5000
Intellectual Property

Stephen R. Auten Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP Chicago 312.840.4313
Intellectual Property; Patent

Marcus S. Harris Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP Chicago 312.840.4320
Computer/Technology; Data Privacy

Gillian G. Lindsay Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP Chicago 312.836.5871
Data Privacy

Paul D. McGrady Jr. Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP Chicago 312.836.4094
Computer/Technology; Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property

Richard T. Ruzich Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP Chicago 312.836.4012
Intellectual Property
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Roshan P. Shrestha Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP Chicago 312.840.4339
Intellectual Property; Patent

Derrick M. Thompson Jr. Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP Chicago 312.836.4066
Arts/Entertainment/Sports

Thomas R. Dee Vedder Price PC Chicago 312.609.7746
Intellectual Property

Robert S. Rigg Vedder Price PC Chicago 312.609.7766
Intellectual Property

Michael J. Turgeon Vedder Price PC Chicago 312.609.7716
Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property; Patent

Robert A. Vitale Jr. Vitale Vickrey Niro Solon & Gasey LLP Chicago 312.236.0733
Intellectual Property

Joel M.L. Huotari WilliamsMcCarthy LLP Rockford 815.987.8900
Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property

This EMERGING LAWYER has been identified by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois who 
are age 40 or younger OR who have been admitted to the practice of law for 10 or fewer years.

Barry R. Horwitz Greenberg Traurig LLP Chicago 312.456.1037
Computer/Technology; Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property; Patent

Keyonn L. Pope Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila LLP Chicago 312.471.8771
Copyright/Trademark; Intellectual Property; Patent

A lawyer CANNOT buy the distinction of Leading or Emerging Lawyer. The distinction was earned by being among those 
lawyers most often recommended by their peers. For a full description of our research process, a complete list of all 
Leading or Emerging Lawyers, and to view profiles of the lawyers listed on this page, go to 

www.LeadingLawyers.com
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