
LEADING SPONSORS:

ANNUAL 
BENEFIT 
LUNCHEON2

0
2

1

KEVIN J. CONWAY



LAWYERS FOR THE CREATIVE ARTS®
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HELP US CELEBRATE OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY BY SUPPORTING 

OUR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND LEGAL SERVICES
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FROM OUR BOARD 
PRESIDENT & 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

W e bring this year’s Benefi t 
Luncheon to you in a spirit 
of cautious celebration 
of our re-emerging arts 

scene. The reasons for caution and 
celebration are not hard to see.

This time two years ago, we were gearing 
up for our 2019 Benefi t Luncheon. We 
had recently expanded our staff by 
creating a new position, Community 
Education Coordinator, and hiring CPS 
teacher and recent law school grad, 
Diana Muhammad, to fi ll the spot. We 
had every reason to expect 2020 to be 
a great year for our program expansion 
goals.

Then, COVID changed the world and 
struck the arts community with ferocity. 
Performing arts groups cancelled their 
seasons and considered bankruptcy. Many 
were able to avoid that calamity because 
of timely support from Illinois foundations 
and State and local governments. A range 
of new federal legislation made a huge 
difference as well. But the combination of 
health concerns and closures meant that 
individual artists were abruptly thrown 
out of work, and with many of them in 

the “Gig Economy,” there was no—or 
wildly inconsistent—backstop in the 
Unemployment Compensation system. 

We responded with new services directed 
to assisting the arts community. We 
created a hotline that drew hundreds 
of inquiries about everything from 
business interruption insurance to force 
majeure issues, PPP loans, and new 
unemployment benefi ts under the CARES 
Act. We developed a level of profi ciency 
in these new legislative programs, 
leading arts advocacy groups like the 
League of Chicago Theaters, the Chicago 
Independent Venue League, as well as the 
City’s Department of Cultural Affairs and 
Special Events to seek our assistance. The 
arts program director for the Donnelley 
Foundation remarked that LCA is “like the 
Red Cross for the Arts,” a description that 
really speaks to the extent of the crisis. 

While crisis control was our fi rst priority, 
we also strived to maintain some level of 
normal programming amidst the crisis. 
We expanded our educational programs 
in traditional areas of arts law, launching 
a fi ve-part series on Film Law in 
partnership with DCASE, as well as other 

programs. Our educational programs 
brought in more than 4,000 viewers in 
2020—a 40% increase over 2019.

Yet, we’re not celebrating. Our arts 
community is, by any measure, still 
suffering from the economic and human 
impacts of COVID. There are promising 
signs of successful re-openings, and 
the public’s pent-up, unmet need to 
again experience art may drive a strong 
recovery. But, the devastation that COVID 
visited on individual artists was certainly 
not reversed by federal legislation or by 
the stunning generosity of Illinois’ private 
foundations.

In addition to the frustrating inability to 
put COVID behind us completely, issues 
of pay equity, underserved communities, 
and other historical inequities continue to 
create barriers to a rapid re-emergence 
of the breadth of our arts community. 
We at LCA are rolling up our sleeves to 
do what we have always done for the 
past 49 years—bring the vast resources 
and problem-solving capabilities of 
the legal community to support Illinois’ 
arts community. We are tremendously 
grateful for your support of those efforts.
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LCA STAFF
FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR | LCA STAFF
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LCA BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
Barry F. Irwin
Irwin IP LLC

VICE PRESIDENTS
Kristin J. Achterhof
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

David K. Callahan
Latham & Watkins LLP

Mary E. Innis 
Innis Law Group LLC

Bart A. Lazar
Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Craig D. Leavell
Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Sarah R. Marmor
Scharf Banks Marmor LLC

SECRETARY 
Jennifer Mikulina 
McDermott, Will & Emery LLP

TREASURER
Robert L. Margolis
Robinson Curley P.C.

PAST PRESIDENT
Michael A. Clark
Sidley Austin LLP

Richard M. Assmus
Mayer Brown LLP

Phillip Barengolts
Pattishall, McAuliffe, Newbury, 
  Hilliard & Geraldson LLP

Steven L. Baron 
Baron Harris Healey

Carol Anne Been 
Dentons

Arnold M. Brown 
Fifth Third Bank

Francis A. Citera
Greenberg Traurig LLP

Maureen B. Collins
The John Marshall Law School

Kevin J. Conway
Cooney & Conway

William H. Frankel
Crowell & Moring LLP

Edwin A. Getz 
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

Julianne M. Hartzell
Marshall, Gerstein & Borun LLP

Scott Hodes
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP

Ethel Kaplan
Wintrust Wealth Management 

Ruth Kaufman 
Attorney at Law 

Eric D. Ledbetter
Quarles & Brady LLP

Daniel G.M. Marre
Perkins Coie LLP

Matthew E. Martin
Foley & Lardner LLP

Douglas N. Masters
Loeb & Loeb LLP

Thomas C. McDonough
Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP

Keith Medansky
DLA Piper

Robert H. Newman
Reed Smith LLP

Mark A. Paskar 
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP

John G. Plumpe
Epsilon Economics 

Peter J. Strand
Mandell Menkes LLC

HONORS COUNCIL
James N. Alexander
Alexander Associates

Konstantinos Armiros
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP

Michael C. Dorf
Michael Dorf Law

Jerry W. Glover
Attorney at Law

Andrew L. Goldstein
Freeborn & Peters LLP

R. Thomas Howell, Jr.
Attorney at Law

Mary Hutchings Reed
Attorney at Law

John Iltis
Sitli Sidelines

Robert J. Labate
Holland & Knight LLP

Thomas R. Leavens
Mandell Menkes LLC

Rick G. Morris
Northwestern University—
  School of Communication

Julieanna L. Richardson
The HistoryMakers

David M. Saltiel
Golan Christie Taglia LLP

Paul H. Singer
Attorney at Law

William C. Weinsheimer
Attorney at Law
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LCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS | ASSOCIATE BOARD

ASSOCIATE BOARD
PRESIDENT
Amanda J. Alasauskas 
Innis Law Group, LLC

VICE PRESIDENT
Gina Gerardi 
Dan K. Webb Center for 
  Advocacy at Loyola University 
  Chicago School of Law

SECRETARY
Reeya Thakrar
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

TREASURER
Kenneth Matuszewski
Goldberg Segalla

SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER
Thomas J. Kliebhan
Swanson, Martin & Bell, LLP

EXECUTIVE BOARD AT 
LARGE MEMBERS AND 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Alexander Karana
Karana IP Law, LLC
Odell Mitchell III
Thirdinline Legal LLC
Michael Reed
Law Offi ce of Michael Reed
Michelle Wahl
Swanson, Martin & Bell, LLP

GENERAL BODY
Amy T. Adler 
Shure Incorporated
Jessica Bahr 
Constellation Brands, Inc.
John Bathke
Phillips & Bathke, PC
Jeff Becker
Swanson, Martin & Bell, LLP
Jack Bentley
Johnson & Bell, LTD

Jonathan Brown
Mayer Brown
Kelly V. Carter
CIBC US
Vincenzo Caporale
Kulis Law
Stephanie Cueman
ZS Associates, Inc. 
Sidney Dawsey
Dawsey Law, LLC
Kevin J. Doran 
Legal Tech Chicago
Jessica A. Ekhoff 
Pattishall, McAuliffe, Newbury, 
  Hilliard & Geraldson LLP
Jed Enlow
Jed Enlow Law Offi ces 
Karl Felbinger
Attorney at Law
Natalie Fine
Vedder Price
Ehren Fournier
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Andrea Stein Fuelleman 
Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP
Kahlia Halpern
Innis Law Group, LLC
Carla Ham
Ham Law 
Florence Hardy
The Law Offi ces of Florence E. Hardy
Gwen Hochman Stewart
Sidley Austin LLP
Aaron Kacel
Cook County Sherrif’s Offi ce
Deanna R. Kunze
Nixon Peabody LLP
Travis Life 
VSA Partners
David Lindner 
Crowell & Moring LLP

Brett Manchel
Amin Talati Wasserman
Cameron McIntyre
J.D. Candidate at Chicago-Kent
  College of Law
Mark McLoughlin
Swanson, Martin & Bell, LLP
John G. Moustis, Jr.
CBIZ Private Equity Advisory
Katie O’Brien 
Katten Muchin Rosenman, LLP
Ana Victoria Ruge-Rodela 
UScellular
Marisa Schutz
J.D. Candidate at University of 
  Illinois Chicago School of Law
Adam Smestad 
Smestad Law
Madelaine Thomas
Mayer Brown LLP
Alexa Tipton
Irwin IP LLC
William J. Voller III
Loeb & Loeb LLP
S. Zahra Zavari
Harper Legal
Ilya G. Zlatkin
Zlatkin Wong LLP

BENEFIT COMMITTEE
CHAIR
David K. Callahan

Kristin J. Achterhof
Francis A. Citera
Kevin J. Conway
Ruth Kaufman 
Bart A. Lazar
Craig D. Leavell
Sarah R. Marmor
Douglas N. Masters
Jennifer Mikulina 
Mary Hutchings Reed

ASSOCIATE BOARD
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F ounded in Seattle in 1912, Perkins 
Coie is an international law fi rm 
with a broad range of practice 
areas. Nationally, the fi rm has a 

widely respected political law practice, 
having represented the Democratic 
National Committee and several 
presidential campaigns, including 
those of John Kerry, Barack Obama, 
and Hillary Clinton. The fi rm has 
represented the Boeing Company since 
the company’s founding and opened its 
Chicago offi ce when Boeing moved their 
corporate offi ces here in the early 2000s.

In the two decades since, Perkins Coie’s 
lawyers have assisted thousands of 
pro bono clients in Chicago, through 
legal service organizations as varied 
as Cabrini Green Legal Aid, CARPLS, 
the Chicago Alliance Against Sexual 
Exploitation, the Legal Assistance 
Foundation of Metropolitan Chicago, the 

Metropolitan Family Services Legal Aid 
Society, the Public Interest Law Initiative, 
and, of course, Lawyers for the Creative 
Arts. In 2020, Perkins Coie attorneys 
donated over 79,000 hours of pro 
bono legal service. Combined with the 
contributions of the fi rm’s legal staff, the 
value of Perkins Coie’s pro bono time in 
2020 aggregates to around $55 million.

When the COVID pandemic began in 
early 2020, Lawyers for the Creative Arts 
immediately reached out to the fi rm’s 
attorneys, and the fi rm has proven to be 
an invaluable resource throughout every 
stage of our response to the crisis. One of 
the fi rst challenges that arts organizations 
faced was the impact of performance 
cancellations. The fi rm responded by 
presenting a webinar for LCA on the 
availability of business interruption 
insurance. Firm lawyers made themselves 
available to advise on the unprecedented 

federal COVID-relief legislation, and 
thanks to their expertise and insight, LCA 
was able to quickly expand its in-house 
capacity to assist clients with COVID-
specifi c legal issues.

Perkins Coie has also played an important 
role in LCA’s efforts to maintain our typical 
slate of services throughout the pandemic. 
Over the last 18 months alone, Perkins 
Coie attorneys have served as speakers 
in our educational programs, including 
workshops and seminars on the topics of 
estate planning and nonprofi t corporate 
formation. They have also represented 
more than a dozen LCA clients.

Stated LCA Board President, Barry Irwin: 
“Perkins Coie is really a stalwart in its 
support of LCA’s educational and legal 
services programs. This award is our way 
of showing gratitude for that history of 
collaboration and service to the arts.”

DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE TO THE 
ARTS HONOREE

PERKINS COIE LLP
Left to right: Richard Sevcik, Chicago Offi ce Managing Partner, Dan 
Marre Partner and member of the LCA Board of Directors.
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO THE ARTS HONOREE | THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD
THOMAS R. LEAVENS 

AWARD

R uth Kaufman is an actor and 
the award-winning author of 
six novels. She holds a Master’s 
degree in TV/Radio and a law 

degree, both from Syracuse University.

How did Kaufman come to be on LCA’s 
Board? Her interest in the arts began with 
her leading roles in grade school plays in 
Chicago’s South Side. From high school 
gigs in choir, theater, radio and speech 
team, she expanded her repertoire in 
college where she performed in plays 
and musicals and was a DJ and 
news anchor at her university’s radio 
stations. During law school, Kaufman 
co-anchored a local cable TV comedy 
news show, sang in a symphony chorus 
and was a part-time classical radio 
announcer. Eventually, she worked as an 
account manager for a legal research 
platform, maintaining and negotiating 
agreements, and training attorneys.

After 13 years in the legal fi eld while acting 
on the side, Kaufman decided to pursue 
her artistic passions full-time. She has 
now done thousands of voiceovers, and 
her many on-camera credits include an 
upcoming high-profi le TV show, national 
commercials, independent feature and 
short fi lms, web series and more. 

Accolades include a Best Actress 
nomination from Reel Comedy Fest for 
her role in the dark comedy Open House. 

Ruth’s versatility as an actor comes 
through in her comedic and dramatic 
roles. And, her fast-talking routine 
always amazes. It can be experienced on 
LCA’s Video in Lieu of Benefi t in 2020, 
accessible on our website.

Kaufman has been associated with LCA 
for so long that she doesn’t recall her 
fi rst contact with the organization. Since 

becoming a member of the Board of 
Directors, Kaufman has helped LCA 
broaden its social media presence. She 
also brings a personal, and important, 
perspective on the challenges facing 
actors. “As an organization serving 
the arts and artists, we really value the 
perspectives of people in the industry.” 
Ruth brings that background to our 
Board with her insights into the pressures 
experienced by fi lm and TV actors. That 
background was especially important 
during COVID,” said LCA Executive 
Director Jan Feldman. “When fi lm and TV 
production started to open up again, Ruth 
helped us understand the not uncommon 
gap between health and safety protocols 
and the real world of fi lm production.” 

LCA is proud to have presented the 
2020 Thomas R. Leavens Award to 
Ruth Kaufman.

RUTH KAUFMAN
2020 Recipient

 IN HONOR OF THOMAS R. LEAVENS, LCA’S FIRST FULL-TIME EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, THIS AWARD IS GIVEN FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE TO LCA.[ ]
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THOMAS R. LEAVENS 
AWARD

K evin Conway is a personal injury 
trial lawyer with an international 
reputation in asbestos-related 
and toxic tort litigation. His many 

professional honors include memberships 
in the exclusive American College of 
Trial Lawyers, the International Society of 
Barristers, and the Illinois Trial Lawyers 
Association, where he served as President. 
He received the coveted Leonard Ring 
Award, and was named Mass Tort Lawyer 
of the Year by Best Lawyers in America. 

Conway is widely respected for his 
charitable works. The CBA’s Lawyers-
Lend-a-Hand program gave him the 
Abraham Lincoln Marovitz Award. 
He recently served as Chairman of 
the Daniel Murphy Scholarship Fund, 
which helps underprivileged high school 
students to realize their academic and 
post-academic potential.

Conway fi rst learned of LCA from a 
conversation he had with opposing 
counsel in a serious personal injury matter. 

LCA Executive Director Jan Feldman, 
stated, “Kevin and I had lots of time to 
talk as we waited for our case to be called 
at the Daley Center. We’d talk about the 
case, and also about our mutual interests 
in classical music and jazz, and our not 
very successful efforts to learn to play the 
piano. When I became E.D., my fi rst call 
was to Kevin to ask him to join the Board.”

And he did. Actually, board membership 
was not Conway’s fi rst involvement with 
LCA; by that time he had several LCA 
client representations under his belt, 
including a photographer who suffered a 
serious injury on a photo shoot. He settled 
the case for almost a million dollars—
and refused to take a fee. Conway has 
handled non-PI matters for LCA clients 
as well. “A client came to us having been 
served at about 4:00 pm with a TRO in 
a commercial dispute,” relates Feldman. 
“When I asked Kevin if he could jump in 
to help, he said, ‘We don’t do TROs in 
PI cases, but OK.’” He appeared in the 
matter the next morning ready for trial, 

asking to put the plaintiff on the stand. The 
case soon settled. Through LCA, Conway 
has also helped an elderly jazz musician to 
avoid eviction, a painter whose canvasses 
were damaged in a storage facility, and 
numerous artists in injury cases profoundly 
affecting their livelihoods.

Conway brought LCA his fundraising 
prowess for a broad range of charitable 
causes, and his work has had a direct impact 
on LCA’s programs. “Kevin has been an 
important part of LCA’s ability to expand 
our programs—and our budgets—in a 
fi scally responsible manner,” stated Board 
President Barry Irwin.

Conway summarizes his nearly 15+ 
year relationship with LCA as a two-
way street: “I appreciate the work of 
LCA, and its efforts to assist artists 
of limited economic means. I have 
watched and listened to many talented 
actors, vocalists, musicians and artists in 
Chicago. LCA provides a great way for 
me to help them to continue their work.”

KEVIN J. CONWAY
2021 Recipient

 IN HONOR OF THOMAS R. LEAVENS, LCA’S FIRST FULL-TIME EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, THIS AWARD IS GIVEN FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE TO LCA.[ ]
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THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD | DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO THE ARTS HONOREE 
DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE TO THE 
ARTS HONOREE

A longtime staple of Chicago’s 
West Side Blues circuit, singer 
Mary Lane was born in 1935 
in Clarendon, Arkansas. She 

recalls clearly her earliest days singing 
the Blues for the workers in cotton fi elds. 
After honing her skills in local juke joints 
in the company of Howlin’ Wolf, Robert 
Nighthawk, Little Junior Parker and 
James Cotton, Lane relocated to Chicago 
in 1957 during the Great Migration. 
Backed by Morris Pejoe, she soon cut her 
debut single “You Don’t Want My Lovin’ 
No More” for the Friendly Five label.

Lane is known for creating the lyrics 
for her songs during performances or 
recordings. She succinctly describes her 

technique this way, “I just sing what I feel.” 
Incredibly, through her 60+ year career, 
Lane recorded just one album, and 
that was more than 20 years ago. In 
2017, Chicago fi lmmaker Jessica Ynez 
Simmons learned about Lane while 
she was researching a retrospective 
documentary about the blues clubs on 
Chicago’s West Side. Inspired by Lane’s 
life and art, Simmons decided her 
documentary should be about Lane. The 
fi lm, “I Can Only Be Mary Lane”, was 
released in 2018 to great acclaim, being 
featured in fi lm festivals and earning the 
Director’s Award for Artistic Merit at the 
Santa Cruz Film Festival. 

The fi lm also helped to re-focus public 

attention on Mary Lane’s unique art. She 
has now returned to the recording studio 
and emerged with a new collection called 
“Travelin’ Woman.” Lane continues to 
play at Buddy Guy’s Legends and has 
been featured on NPR and Windy City 
Live. LCA was privileged to have Lane 
perform at our 2019 Holiday Party. 

A true legendary Blues artist at 85, Lane 
continues to thrill audiences with songs 
of migration, heartbreak and country 
troubles, all delivered with the signature 
expression and spirit of traditional 
Blues greats. Capturing so much of her 
passionate art form, Lane states, “If you 
don’t dig the Blues, you have a hole in 
your soul.”

MARY LANE
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DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE TO THE 
ARTS HONOREE

J im Ginsburg grew up in a family of 
lawyers (his mother was well known 
by her initials, “RBG”). After a year 
of law school, Jim decided to leave 

the study of law to pursue his passion 
for classical music by founding classical 
record label Cedille Records. Cedille 
and its recordings have received seven 
Grammy Awards and 21 nominations 
since 2003. Ginsburg himself was 
nominated for Producer of the Year, 
Classical at the 2020 Grammy Awards.

Since 1989, Cedille has launched the 
careers of Chicago area classical artists, 
many of whom have international careers. 
The label has also  promoted the music of 
classical composers from Chicago. 

Among nationally recognized musicians 
whose careers received important boosts 
from Cedille Records are Rachel Barton 
Pine, Anthony and Demarre McGill, 
Jennifer Koh, the Pacifi ca Quartet, the 
Dover Quartet, and Eighth Blackbird. 

Promoting the music of Chicago 
composers, including women and 
composers of color, has long been a 
guiding theme for Cedille’s recordings. 
States Ginsburg, “Our earliest recordings 
by Black musicians and composers 
emerged organically from the artistic 
interests of two of our top recording 
artists, violinist Rachel Barton Pine 
and conductor Paul Freeman (Chicago 
Sinfonietta founder). It quickly became 
clear that there was a wealth of great 
music by Black composers that needed 
wider attention, and we have been thrilled 
to provide that through multiple releases.” 
Among other Chicago composers 
featured in Cedille’s catalog are Stacy 
Garrop, Leo Sowerby, Easley Blackwood, 
Robert Kurka, Shawn E. Okpegholo, and 
Coleridge-Taylor Perkinson.

Cedille has earned a stellar reputation as 
a top label for recording contemporary 
works: the label’s catalog of 200 albums, 
featuring more than 180 distinct artists 

and ensembles, includes the world-
premiere recordings of over 300 works.
Ginsburg has been honored many times 
over the past dozen years. The Chicago 
Tribune named him a “Chicagoan of 
the Year in the Arts” in 2009; In 2010, 
he won the Helen Coburn Meier and 
Tim Meier Charitable Foundation for 
the Arts Achievement Award; He was 
named a Jewish Chicagoan of the Year 
by the Chicago Jewish News in 2011; in 
2012, he received the Ruth D. and Ken 
M. Davee Excellence in the Arts Award 
from the Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra; 
in 2016, Musical America named him 
one of The Top 30 Performing Arts 
Professionals of the Year; and in 2017, 
he was the honoree at the annual galas 
of both Chicago Opera Theater and the 
Rembrandt Chamber Musicians. 

We are proud to add a Distinguished Service 
to the Arts Award from Lawyers for the 
Creative Arts to Ginsburg’s list of honors.

JIM GINSBURG + 
CEDILLE RECORDS
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO THE ARTS HONOREE 
DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE TO THE 
ARTS HONOREE

B orn into a musical family in 
Holly Spring, Mississippi, Jimmy 
Johnson is counted among 
Chicago’s most acclaimed 

bluesmen. As a teenager, Johnson moved 
to Memphis, where he picked up odd 
jobs in construction. In 1950, he came 
to Chicago, initially working as a welder, 
but still able to pursue his music passion 
singing with local gospel groups. While 
Johnson’s brothers Mac and Syl quickly 
established themselves in the Chicago 
Blues scene, Johnson only began playing 
professionally in the late 1950s with local 
blues greats Magic Sam, Freddie King, 
and Harmonica Slim Willis at local clubs 

on the South and West Sides. Johnson 
spent the next several decades becoming 
a highly successful soul and R&B guitarist 
and bandleader, and eventually toured 
Japan with Jimmy Dawkins and Otis 
Rush in 1974.

Despite being well known in Chicago, 
Johnson didn’t release his fi rst full album 
until 1978 with Alligator Records. That 
initial album became the fi rst in Alligator’s 
multi-volume release called, “Living 
Chicago Blues.” Johnson followed this 
record with “Whacks” and later “North/
South,” further establishing himself as a 
prolifi c songwriter who combines multiple 

styles to fuse into his own unique sound.

Now into his seventh decade of 
performing, Johnson continues to 
impress audiences throughout the 
Chicagoland area. In 2016, Johnson 
was inducted into the Blues Hall of Fame. 
He and our 2020 honoree, Mary Lane, 
have performed together on numerous 
occasions, including in European venues. 
Johnson doesn’t spend as much time on 
the road as he used to, but in Chicago 
he remains a regular performer at Rosa’s 
Lounge, Martyrs’, Buddy Guy’s Legends, 
and many other venues.

JIMMY JOHNSON.
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DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE TO THE 
ARTS HONOREE

K atie and Tim Tuten are the owners 
of the iconic music venue—the 
Hideout in Lincoln Yards along 
Chicago’s North Branch Industrial 

Corridor. They purchased the building (with 
Mike and Jim Hinchsliff) in 1996 when it 
was in disrepair, but they were attracted by 
its storied history. In the late 19th century, 
the building served as a boarding house 
for nearby factory workers, and in 1916, it 
became a public house, and soon after, a 
prohibition-era speakeasy.

With the Tutens’ passion for Chicago’s 
great history of local music venues, the 
Hideout has become one of the go-to 
clubs for bands and music afi cionados 
alike. The Hideout is regularly included in 
Esquire’s list of best bars in America and 
is unquestionably a staple of Chicago’s 
vibrant music scene.

The Tutens have been trailblazers off-
stage as well. When the Lincoln Yards 
development proposal included plans to 
bring big corporate/chain venues to the 
Hideout’s industrial neighborhood, Tim 
and Katie helped to create the Chicago 

Independent Venue League (CIVL), 
a voice for small, high quality music 
clubs. CIVL’s efforts were successful, and 
resulted in a withdrawal of the “Big Box” 
proposal for the site. 

“I see it as a good thing that the clubs 
organized themselves to push back,” 
Mayor Lori Lightfoot told The Chicago 
Tribune. The developers “made a 
commitment to the clubs in response to 
CIVL, led by Katie and Tim Tuten of the 
Hideout. Whatever is put in there, and as 
long as I’m mayor, we’re going to make 
sure that nothing there has an adverse 
impact on those local clubs.”1 Ever since, 
CIVL has worked to unite the voices, best 
practices, and common concerns of the 
independent music venues of Chicago—
particularly throughout the pandemic.

During COVID, CIVL worked with 
the National Independent Venue 
Association to lobby for federal aid 
for live performance venues—benefi ts 
that were omitted in the initial round of 
COVID-relief legislation. After months 
of advocacy from CIVL and other like 

organizations, Congress created the 
Shuttered Venue Operators Grant (SVOG) 
program, which is currently in the process 
of distributing more than $16 billion to 
eligible theatres and music venues.*

The Tutens’ passion for Chicago’s music 
scene isn’t limited to advocacy for venues. 
They are important players in assisting 
individual musicians as well—earning a 
reputation that led the Illinois Department 
of Employment Security to reach out 
to the Tutens when it (fi nally in 2021) 
implemented 2020 federal legislation 
to provide unemployment benefi ts to gig 
workers who also worked as employees. 
The Tutens convened a “task force” 
of sorts including SAG-AFTRA, Actors 
Equity,and LCA. This group worked with 
the IDES to guide and streamline their 
rollout of the new benefi t.

KATIE AND TIM TUTEN + 
THE HIDEOUT

*Over 30 Illinois performance venues used LCA’s online assistance 
for SVOG grants, and those groups received over $17 million in 
SVOG grants.
1The Chicago Tribune. (n.d.). Hideout and Friends Make an Impact. 
Retrieved from https://digitaledition.chicagotribune.com/tribune/article_
popover.aspx?guid=0a1e2d40-19ab-439d-b41c-e3ddb8225cf5
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A native of River Forest, Illinois, 
Paris Schutz started piano 
lessons at age 3, and at the 
ripe old age of 10, won the title 

role in a professional production of the 
musical “Oliver.” By the time he entered 
high school, he had performed at the 
Chicago Shakespeare Theater and the 
Lyric Opera of Chicago. He graduated 
from St. Ignatius Prep in Chicago, and 
subsequently earned a degree in television 
and fi lm from Syracuse University.

Schutz returned to Chicago for an 
internship with WTTW, Chicago’s public 
television station. Today, he is a co-anchor 
and correspondent for the station’s 

“Chicago Tonight” program. He has 
earned accolades for his work at WTTW, 
including three Emmy nominations and 
four Peter Lisagor Awards from the 
Society of Professional Journalists.

Meanwhile, Schutz’s passion for 
performance has never waned. His 
early piano lessons paid off, and he can 
be found playing the piano at venues 
across the city, including the Abbey Pub, 
Beat Kitchen, Reggie’s, Uncommon 
Ground, Haymarket, Davenport’s, and 
FitzGerald’s. And, alongside Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra trumpet player John 
Hagstrom, he composed and performed 
the “Chicago Tonight” theme song.

According to Rick Pearson, the chief 
political reporter at The Chicago Tribune, 
“Paris is among a rare breed of younger 
journalists today that not only actively 
pursues all the angles to his stories, but 
also understands defi nitively how the 
stories fi t into the game of politics and the 
larger fabric of the city and state. It may 
take 88 keys to play a piano, which he 
does very well, but he also knows it takes 
more than 140 characters to tell a story.”1

PARIS SCHUTZ

1“The dual passions of Paris schutz—city. (n.d.). Retrieved 
October 24, 2021, from https://digitaledition.chicagotribune.
com/tribune/article_popover.aspx?guid=7b7d0ef0-292b-433e-
8a14-92c052c3a7af.”



16

CLIENT PROFILES

Music ensemble, Artemisia Trio
Praised for “sincerity, wit, and mind-blowing technique” (Vocal Arts Chicago) and 
for encouraging audiences to “celebrate the eternal feminine” (Illinois Classical 
Public Media), Artemisia is not your typical stand-and-sing ensemble. The group 
draws from a vast repertoire of vocal styles such as Appalachian folk, Tushetian 
highlander cries, and Cuban dance music, all presented to take audiences on a 
journey of sound and spirit with every performance. In addition to performing, 
Artemisia provides educational outreach to community and youth ensembles on 
subjects such as cultural literacy through singing, improvisational songwriting, 
and female empowerment. The Artemisia Trio was assisted by LCA volunteer 
attorneys Kimberley Beilin, Michael Skrein, and Jason Gordon of Reed Smith LLP.

TV writer/producer, Roberta Jones
Roberta Jones has extensive experience in television and radio writing and 
producing. Jones’ work for WTTW-Channel 11 earned her the Chicago Emmy 
Award of Excellence in the category, Newsmagazine Segment Producing and 
Writing. She also received an Emmy nomination for her work as an associate 
producer for the cable channel, Total Living Network. Jones has six screenplays in 
various stages of development. Her latest project, “Animator,” is about a person 
who has the ability to write the future and delete the past. It has been released 
and is currently in distribution. Roberta Jones was assisted by LCA volunteer 
attorney David Rokach of Kirkland & Ellis LLP.

Multimedia artist, Yun Jeong Bae
Multimedia artist and SAIC alum Yun Jeong Bae has a unique visual style with 
images inspired by nature. Her images appear on traditional and virtual media. 
Recently, she began decorating utilitarian objects, such as kitchen and other home 
objects, and she founded Greenmarrow Studio to manufacture and sell these 
items incorporating her singular style. Her pieces are popular items at online and 
local retailers, including the Field Museum gift shop. Yun Jeong Bae was assisted 
by LCA volunteer attorney Ahad Syed of Syed Law P.C.

ARTEMISIA TRIO

ROBERTA JONES

YUN JEONG BAE

PHOTO: JOE MAZZA—BRAVE LUX

ARTWORK: RANDALL JONES

PHOTO: THE ARTIST
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Multi-disciplinary musician, Katherine Davis
Born and raised in Chicago, Katherine Davis has received world-wide acclaim 
as a Classic Blues, Jazz, and Gospel vocalist, and actress and Recording Artist, 
Museum Educator (Smart Museum of Visual Arts) and Bandleader. During the 
pandemic, Davis was inspired to compose songs about the social diffi culties of 
isolation. The resulting album is set to be released in the coming months. Davis 
was assisted by LCA volunteer attorney, Dalton K. Hughes of Crowell & Moring LLP.

Story-teller and visual artist, Ann Marie Alanes
Ann Marie Alanes is an artist and comedic storyteller whose work focuses on the 
impact of blockchain and NFTs (non-fungible tokens) on the art world. She is the 
producer and host of Rare Digital Bird—a series about artists, their creations, and 
their experiences using blockchain technology. She recently created the Warhol-
inspired art installation, Ethereum Blockchain Butter, as a bridge to bring non-
technical people into conversations about blockchain and NFTs. Ann Marie Alanes 
was assisted by LCA volunteer attorney Kyle Flynn of Greenberg Traurig LLP.

KATHERINE DAVIS

ANN MARIE ALANES

PHOTO: DAWN O’KEEFE

PHOTO: TANAYA SINGH

Music school, ELFI Studio and Emi Lee Frantz
Since opening her private music lesson studio in 2018, Emi Lee Frantz’s ELFI 
Studio has grown from a teaching staff of one to a studio with four teachers and 
over 60 students. ELFI provides high quality private voice, piano, and ukulele 
lessons to children ages 5-18. Frantz strives to make ELFI Studio a safe space for 
students of all abilities, beliefs, cultural identities, ethnicities, genders, races, sexual 
orientations, and socioeconomic status. ELFI Studio was assisted by LCA volunteer 
attorney Lori Goldstein of the Law Offi ce of Lori A. Goldstein.

ELFI STUDIO
PHOTO: ELFI 
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Interdisciplinary artist, Najee-Zaid Searcy
Najee-Zaid Searcy (any/all) is an interdisciplinary artist who uses unusual mediums 
and methods (including makeup, music, and arts education) to promote self-
expression, love, and critical thought. Searcy is highly collaborative and works 
alongside well-known names as: OTV, Angel Bat Dawid, International Anthem 
Recording Co., Illinois Humanities Council, What Time Is It? A Cultural and Civic 
Archive. Searcy is a 2021 3Arts Award nominee. Searcy is currently working on 
an EP (Extended Play) focused on healing and refl ection. Searcy is assisted by LCA 
volunteer attorney Michael Reed of the Law Offi ce of Michael Reed.

Entertainment Network, Trident Network
The Trident Network is a digital entertainment network, offering podcasts, live 
shows on the Twitch streaming platform, and pre-recorded video content on 
YouTube. Their goal is to make digital art as accessible as possible for both 
creators and consumers. Members of their ever-growing network of creatives 
support each other by cross-promotion, advancing the organization’s vision of a 
collaborative and nurturing artistic community. The Trident Network was assisted 
by LCA volunteer attorney Ilya Zlatkin of Zlatkin Wong LLP.

NAJEE-ZAID SEARCY

TRIDENT NETWORK

PHOTO: NAJEE-ZAID SEARCY 

Multi-media production studio, Manny Reel Films
Manny Reel Films is a boutique multi-media production studio. Based in Chicago, 
Manny Reel Films focuses on innovative design and visual production for clients 
such as Google, Nike, Wilson Tennis, Red Bull, and Complex. Manny Reel 
has become a go-to partner for over 25 businesses, corporations, non-profi t 
organizations and artists seeking improvement with branding, creative direction, 
visual identity, and photo and video production. Manny Reel Films was assisted 
by LCA attorney David Adler of Adler Law Group.

MANNY REEL FILMS
PHOTO: MANNY REEL FILMS 
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Chopin Theatre
It’s only a small exaggeration to say that nearly every aspect of the Chopin 
Theatre in Wicker Park is unique. The Theater is owned by Zygmunt (“Ziggy”) 
and Lela Dyrkacz—he a Polish immigrant and trained biochemist; she an 
American-born MBA graduate of the Keller Graduate School of Management.. 
They share a passion for theater, and have made the venerable Chopin Theater 
into a welcoming and accommodating venue for an amazing range of innovative 
theater companies. Its 500+ annual theater, literary, music, fi lm and social events 
promote enlightened civic discourse through a diverse range of artistic offerings. 
The Dyrkaczs purchased the building in 1990, and they have gradually restored 
it to its present charm. Today, the building houses the Main Stage (200), Cabaret 
Studio with Pregnant Buffalo Lounge (50-150), and a cafe and art gallery. LCA 
was delighted to hold its 2019 holiday party at the Chopin Theater, featuring blues 
singer, and LCA honoree, Mary Lane. The Chopin Theatre was assisted by LCA 
volunteer attorney Nura Maznavi of Jenner & Block.

CHOPIN THEATRE

The Neo-Futurist Theater
Formed in 1988, The Neo-Futurist Theater is a collective of writer-director-
performers fusing sport, poetry and living newspaper into live theater. The 
company has created more than 11,000 plays within its fl agship late-night event 
called The Infi nite Wrench, and more than 65 full-length mainstage productions 
incorporating its signature non-illusory, interactive style of performance. In 2020, 
the Neo-Futurists launched The Infi nite Wrench Goes Viral—one of the earliest 
digital adaptations of the pandemic. The virtual program attained pre-pandemic 
levels of ticket sales, thanks to worldwide reach and critical acclaim. From humble 
beginnings launching the fi rst late-night theater production in Chicago, the Neo-
Futurists created what became the City’s longest-running show and has grown to 
become one of the most highly regarded experimental theater companies in the 
United States, with sister companies in San Francisco and New York. The Neo-
Futurist Theater was assisted by Lara Jakubowski and Bral Spight of La Piana 
Consulting through LCA’s Theatre Assistance Program.

NEO-FUTURIST THEATER
PHOTO: JOE MAZZA—BRAVE LUX
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 2019 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Madeleine Grynsztejn—The Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago
Allen Turner—Arts Leader, Philanthropist, Composer

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD—Robert L. Margolis 
Moderator: Chris Jones, The Chicago Tribune

2018 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Josephine Lee—Chicago Children’s Choir
Pierre Lockett—Forward Momentum
Joan & Robert A. Clifford

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD—Carol Anne Been
Moderator: Alison Cuddy, Chicago Humanities Festival 

2017 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Renée Fleming — Internationally-renowned Opera Singer
Anthony Freud — The Lyric Opera of Chicago 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Michael A. Clark, Sidley Austin LLP 
Moderator: Phil Ponce, Chicago Tonight

2016 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Tony Karman — EXPO CHICAGO
D’Arcy Stuart — The Second City
Leavens, Strand & Glover, LLC

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Barry Irwin, Irwin IP LLC
Moderator: Aaron Freeman

2015 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Liz Carroll—International Award-Winning Irish Fiddler and Composer
Mark Howard—Choreographer and Founder—Trinity Irish Dancers
Sidley Austin LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — William H. Frankel
Introduction: Orla McBreen, Consul General of Ireland
Moderator: Rick Kogan, WGN

2014 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Derrick Carter

American House Producer and DJ
Jim DeRogatis and Greg Kot

Co-Hosts of WBEZ’s Sound Opinions
Holland & Knight LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — William E. Rattner

2013 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Michelle T. Boone—Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events
Henry Fogel — Roosevelt University
Joe Segal — Jazz Showcase
The John Marshall Law School

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Andrew L. Goldstein

2012 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Barbara Gaines and Criss Henderson—Chicago Shakespeare Theater
Bruce Iglauer — Alligator Records
Ann Murray — International Music Foundation
Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Ellen Sandor

2011 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Scott Anderson — Law Bulletin Publishing Company
Tony Fitzpatrick — Artist, Playwright, Actor
David C. Hilliard—Pattishall McAuliffe Newbury Hilliard & Geraldson LLP
Marc Kelly Smith — Founder, International Poetry Slam
THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — John Iltis

2010 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Fred Anderson — Jazz great
Scott and Judy McCue — Philanthropists
Kit Woods—SAG/AFTRA
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Jerry W. Glover

2009 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Black Harvest International Festival of Film and Video
Richard H. Driehaus — Philanthropist
Joffrey Ballet
Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Paul H. Singer

2008 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Ella Jenkins — Legendary Educator and Entertainer
Victory Gardens Theater
WFMT
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Peter J. Strand

2007 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Christopher G. Kennedy — Merchandise Mart Properties, Inc.
Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus
Old Town School of Folk Music
Foley & Lardner LLP
THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Julieanna L. Richardson

2006 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
The People’s Music School
Roche Edward Schulfer, Executive Director and Robert Falls, Artistic Director — 
Goodman Theatre
Alene Valkanas — Executive Director, Illinois Arts Alliance
Bell, Boyd & Lloyd LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Scott Hodes

2005 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Jerry Butler — Chicago Music Legend
Brenda Sexton — Managing Director, Illinois Film Offi ce
Writers’ Theatre and Michael Halberstam, Artistic Director
Melvin L. Katten and Allan B. Muchin—Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Konstantinos Armiros

2004 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Mary Dempsey — Commissioner, Chicago Public Library
John Mahoney — Actor, Stage, Film and Television
Ed Paschke — Artist, Educator
Winston & Strawn LLP

THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Mary Hutchings Reed
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2003 BENEFIT LUNCHEON
Tony Jones —  President, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, 

Co-CEO of the Art Institute
Jeff McClusky — Independent Radio Music Promoter
Jackie Taylor and The Black Ensemble Theater
Marc R. Kadish — Mayer, Brown, Rowe & Maw LLP
THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Linda S. Mensch

2002 THIRTY YEARS OF SERVICE
Roger Ebert — Film Critic, Journalist, Chicago Sun-Times
Ramsey Lewis — Jazz Musician
Steven P. Berkowitz and Marwen Foundation
Joyce Sloane — Founder, Second City
THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — R. Thomas Howell, Jr.

2001 ARTLAW@LUNCH
Lerone Bennett, Jr. — Editor, Ebony Magazine
New Art Examiner
Radio Arte WRTE 90.5 FM
Joe Shanahan — Owner, Cabaret Metro
THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Patricia A. Felch

2000 ARTLAW@LUNCH
Margaret Taylor Burroughs —  Founder, DuSable Museum of African American History
Henry Godinez — Artistic Director, Goodman Theatre
Richard Gray — President, Art Dealers Association of America
Arlene Rakoncay — Executive Director, Chicago Artists’ Coalition
THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — William C. Weinsheimer

1999 ART+SOUL
Abena Joan P. Brown —  Co-Founder, President & Producer, eta Creative Arts Foundation
John Callaway— Former Senior Correspondent and Host, ‘Chicago Tonight’
Joan Harris — President, Harris Foundation
Pepe Vargas —  Executive Director, International Latino Cultural Center of Chicago
THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — James N. Alexander
MC—Robin Robinson, Anchor, Fox News Chicago

1998 OUR KIND OF CREATIVE TOWN
Bruce DuMont —  Founder and President of the Museum of Broadcast Communications
Ronne Hartfi eld —  Executive Director of Museum Education, The Art Institute of Chicago
Ruth Ratny — Founder, Screen Magazine
Organizations:  Mexican Fine Arts Center Museum and 

Sara Lee Corporation
THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Raymond I. Geraldson, Jr.
MC—Bill Kurtis, Veteran TV Journalist

1997 SILVER ANNIVERSARY GALA
Hope Abelson — Arts Patron and Philanthropist
Fred Fine — Director of Public Affairs for Columbia College
Scott Hodes —  Senior Partner at Ross & Hardies and Co-Founder of LCA
Sidney R. Yates — Illinois Democrat Congressman, 9th District
THOMAS R. LEAVENS AWARD — Thomas R. Leavens
MC—Joel Daley, Anchor, WLS-TV

WE THANK OUR MANY OTHER 
RAFFLE DONORS
Black Ensemble Theater
Cedille Records 
Chicago a cappella
Chicago Distilling Company 
Chicago Fire
Chicago Independent Venue League (CIVL)
Chicago Shakespeare Theater
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Chicago White Sox 
Court Theatre
Eighth Blackbird
Goodman Theatre
Hearty Boys
Hubbard Street Dance Chicago
Jazz Showcase
Lou Malnati’s Pizzeria
Music of the Baroque
North Coast Music Festival
Nuns4Fun Entertainment
Oceanique
The Palmer House Hilton
Portillo’s
Ravinia Festival 
The Neo-Futurists
Victory Gardens Theater 
Zanies Comedy Nite Club

RAFFLE DONORS
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LEAD SPONSORS
$25,000+
Kevin J. Conway 
Innis Law Group LLC
  In loving memory of Thomas and Barbara Innis

$20,000
Clifford Law Offi ce PC

$10,000
Cooney & Conway
Irwin IP, LLC
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP
Mayer Brown LLP
Perkins Coie LLP
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Jan Feldman

SPONSORS
$6,000+
Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Brogan Donovan Reporting, PC
Charles River Associates
Dentons
Disparti Law Group
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Illinois Trial Lawyers Assocation 
Keefe, Keefe & Unsell P.C.
McDermott Will & Emery
Power Rogers LLP
Reed Smith
Romanucci & Blandin LLC 
Salvi, Schostok & Pritchard P.C.
Simmons Hanly Conroy
Smith LaCien LLP

$5,000+
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP
Michael A. Clark
Crowell & Moring LLP
DLA Piper USA
Fifth Third Bank
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Pattishall, McAuliffe, Newbury, Hilliard & Geraldson LLP
Quarles & Brady LLP
Family of Bill and Gale Rattner
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP

$3,000+
Kristin J. Achterhof
Richard Assmus
Bechily Hodes Family Foundation
Kathryn Conway and Conor Hunt
Loeb & Loeb LLP
Robert L. Margolis
Sarah R. Marmor
Marshall, Gerstein & Borun LLP
Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP

$2,000+
Alexander Associates
Baron Harris Healey
Carol Anne Been
David Callahan
Corsearch, Inc
Davis McGrath LLC
Jed and Sara Enlow
Foley & Lardner LLP
William and Zehava Frankel

In memory of Linda Mensch
Freeborn & Peters LLP
Julianne Hartzell
R. Thomas Howell Jr.
Mandell Menkes LLC
Matthew E. Martin
Thomas C. McDonough
Mark A. Paskar
Michael and Sandra Perlow
John G. Plumpe
Mary Hutchings Reed

In memory of Linda Mensch
Swanson, Martin & Bell LLP

$1,500+
Catalano, Caboor & Co.
Daniel G. M. Marre
Keith Medansky
Robert Newman
Sidetrack

$1,000+
Phillip Barengolts
Steven L. Baron
Arnold Brown
Francis Citera
Maureen B. Collins
Michael C. Dorf
Susan G. Feibus
Edwin Getz
Andrew and Lori Goldstein
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John and Betty Jacobs
Ethel Kaplan
Bart A. Lazar
Craig Leavell
Thomas R. Leavens
Eric D. Ledbetter
Jennifer M. Mikulina
Law Offi ce of Lori A. Goldstein LLC
Mary M. O’Connell
Julieanna Richardson
Richard and Ellen Sandor Family Foundation
Saper Law Offi ces, LLC
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
Peter J. Strand
William Weinsheimer
Wintrust Wealth Management
Michael H. Woolever

$500+
John M. Christian
Rick G. Morris
Jonah Orlofsky
David M. Saltiel
Robert P. Scales and Mary Keefe
Rose Ann Vargas

SPECIAL THANKS FOR GENEROUS
IN-KIND DONATIONS
John Allegretto, Allegretto Artistry
Maura Walsh, Black Nail Studio
Leading Lawyers
Scott Anderson, Founder/Publisher, Leading Lawyers
Tamara Oliszewicz, Art Director, Leading Lawyers

FOUNDATIONS AND 
GOVERNMENT ENTITIES
Alphawood Foundation
Arts Work Fund for Organizational Development
City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs 
  and Special Events
Chicago Bar Foundation
Gaylord & Dorothy Donnelley Foundation
Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Illinois Arts Council, a State Agency
Walder Foundation
The MacArthur Fund for Culture, Equity, 
  and the Arts at Prince

This program is partially supported by a 
grant from the Illinois Arts Council Agency.

SPONSORS AND 
FOUNDATIONS
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LCA Future Fund
Donations, Bequests, and Pledges

LCA FUTURE FUND

$300,000
Anonymous Bequest

$100,000
Anonymous Bequest

$50,000
Robert and Joan Clifford
Kevin Conway
Family of Bill and Gale Rattner*

$10,000
Jan Feldman

$5,000
William and Zehava Frankel
Scott and Maria Hodes*
David Callahan
Allen Turner*

$2,000+
Michael and Sandra Perlow*
Brian and Gretchen Boyer

$1,000+
Julieanna Richardson*
Frank and Nancy Karger*
Ethel Kaplan
Reynolds Family Foundation*

$500+
Kristin Achterhof
John Christian
Bart Lazar*
Jennifer Mikulina
Stacy Streur*
Rose Ann Vargas*
William Weinsheimer
Sam and Helen Zell*

Donations up to $500
Peter Barack*
Steven Baron*
Lynn Barr*
Penny Barstow*
Carol Anne Been*
Nancy & Ken Beigel*
Barbara Bluhm-Kaul*
Paul & Margo Brown*
Kathleen Cantone*
David Chapman
Deb Clapp*
Michael Clark*
Maureen Collins*
Sarah Concannon*
Cynthia and Patrick Coyle*
Michael Dorf*
Stuart and Elaine Duhl*
Susan Feibus*
Sidney and Linda Firstman*
Morris and Natalie Fisher*
Arthur and Julie Friedman*
Eileen Gelick*
Edwin Getz*
Betsy Nathan and Daniel Goldberg*
Andrew Goldstein*
Janice Goodman*
Jason Gordon*
Martin and Iris Gradman*
David Grumman*
Roger Guzlas*
Lela Headd Dyrkacz*
Scott Heyman*
John Hirsch*
Thomas and Gail Hodges*
Steven & Susan Holtz*
R. Thomas Howell*
Mary Hutchings Reed*
Daryl Isenberg*
Dolores Jacobs-White
Michael Kelber*
JinAh Kim
Thomas Kinasz*
John Kopp*

Larry and Karen Kurtzon
Eric Larson*
Brandon Lawniczak*
Craig Leavell
Jonathan Levine*
Susie & Roland Lieber
David Lindner
Ed Loeb*
John and Joan Loeb*
Fred and Susan Mardell*
Robert Margolis*
Douglas Masters*
Suzy McClure*
Linda Mensch*
Dina Merrell*
Rick Morris*
Frank and Mary Nahser*
Mark Paskar*
Richard Peal*
John & Jane Peterson*
Mavis & Mitchell Portugal*
David Resnick*
Peter Ross*
Richard and Gayle Rovnick*
Daliah Saper*
David and Judith Saunders*
Rita and Jim Sheinin*
Gail Shiner*
Paul Singer*
Regan Smith*
Lee Sobier
Cary and Marlene Sokolec*
Kristofer Swanson*
Peggy & Jim Swartchild*
Steve Trubac
Heather VanDyke*
Gordon Walker*
Jane Wenger*
Beverly Wolf*
Radoslaw and Grazyna Wrobel*

* Donation made in memory of Bill Rattner
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SOME CLIENTS LCA 

HAS HELPED

137 Films
A. Phillip Randoph Pullman Porter Museum
A.S.T.R.O./Arts Training Program
The Actors Gymnasium, Inc.
Actors Workshop Theatre
Ad Hoc String Quartet
Advent Chamber Orchestra
African American Arts Alliance
Aguijon II Theater Company
AIDS Foundation of Chicago
AIDS Legal Council
Albany Park Theatre Project
Always Acoustic
Alyo Children’s Dance Theatre
American Association of Museums
American Blues Theater
American Center for Theatrical Experimentation
American Composers Forum
American Dance Center Ballet Company
American Film & Video Association 
American Guild of Organists
American International Conservatory of Music
American Music Festivals
American Music Institute, Inc.
American Songbook Preservation Network
American Theatre Company
Anatomical Theatre
Anchor Graphics
And Toto Too Productions
Another Chicago Theater Co.
Another Chicago Press
Antiquity Records
Apollo Chorus of Chicago
Argyle Gargoyle Productions
Ariston Production
Ars Musica Chicago
Art Encounter
Art in Print
Art Resources in Teaching
Artemesia Gallery
Artist Book Works
Artists of Rogers Park
The Arts Alliance
Arts and Business Council of Chicago
Arts America
Arts Ensemble of Chicago
Asbury Brass Quintet
Association for Jewish Theatre
Association for Women Journalists
Athenaeum Theatre Company
Atlatl-American Indian Center
Audience Architects
Audrey Mornson Productions
AurorARTS Alliance
Awaken Performance Theatre Co.
Bailiwick Repertory
Ballet Art Studio of Wilmette
Ballet Chicago
Ballet Folkorico Revolution
Ballet Theatre of Chicago
Basically Bach
Bauhaus Chicago Committee
Beach Street Educational Films Foundation
Beacon Street Theatre
Beta Educational Service
Beverly Theater Guild
Beyondmedia Education

Big Stick Inc.
Birth of a Story Museum
Black Granite Productions
Black Literary Umbrella
Black Sphota Cocoon
Black Theatre Alliance Awards
Blacklight Film Festival
Blair Thomas & Company
Blind Faith Theatre
Blue Star Performance Co.
Books to Libraries
Bootstraps
Box Theatre Group
Breakbone Dance Company
Breakwall Pictures LLC
Breckenridge
Bridge Magazine
Bright Arrow Theatre
Broadway Bound Dance Co.
Bucktown Arts Festival
Burbank Arts League
Burgeoning Porpoise
The Cactus Theatre Company
Cenacle Theatre Company
Center for Black Music Research
Chameleon Productions
Chicago Academy of Visual Arts
The Chicago Actors Ensemble
Chicago Actors Project
Chicago Area Film and Video Network
Chicago Art Dealers Association
Chicago Art Deco Society
Chicago Arts Coalition
Chicago Arts Collaborative for Teachers
Chicago Artists Centre, Inc.
Chicago Artists’ Coalition
Chicago Blues Hall of Fame
Chicago Brass Band Association
Chicago Brass Quintet
Chicago Choral Artists
Chicago Clarinet Ensemble
Chicago Compatriots of the Caribbean
Chicago Composers Consortium
Chicago Contemporary Circus Festival
Chicago Cultural Alliance
Chicago Dance Institute
Chicago Dance Medium
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs
The Chicago Ensemble
Chicago Film Archives
Chicago Filmmakers
Chicago Fine Arts Society
Chicago Flute Club
Chicago Fringe Festival
Chicago Human Rhythm Project
The Chicago High School of the Arts
Chicago Independent Radio Project
Chicago International Peace Movement
Chicago Irish Film Festival
Chicago Jazz Philharmonic
Chicago Klezmer Ensemble
Chicago Latino Cinema
Chicago Media Watch
Chicago Metropolitan Jazz Orchestra
Chicago Music Commission
Chicago Music Consortium
Chicago Music in Publishing

Chicago Photography Center
Chicago School of Violin Making
The Chicago Short Film Brigade
Chicago South Asian Film Festival
Chicago String Ensemble
The Chicago Sunday Evening Club
Chicago Symphonic Wind Ensemble, Inc.
Chicago Teen Museum
Chicago Theatre Company
Chicago Town Jazz Dance
Chicago Urban League
Chicago Viewpoints Ensemble
Chicago Winds
Chicagoland Advocates for Signed Theatre
Chicspeare Production Co.
Children’s Dance Theatre of Chicago
Chicago Youth Shakespeare, Inc.
Chopan Theatre Productions
CircEsteem, Inc.
City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs
City Lit Theatre Company
Citymuse Foundation
Civitas Ensemble
Class-X Band
Classical Performers International
The Classical Symphony Orchestra
Classical Theatrical Productions
Close Call Theatre
Columbia College Chicago
Committee for Labor Access
Commons Theatre
Community Performance Institute
Community Television Network
Congo Square Theatre
Contemporary Dance Theater
Council of Illinois Non Profi t Organizations
Crime Fiction Pictures LLC
Cultural Arts Connection
Cultural Project International
Culture Shock Chicago
Custer Street Fair
DBA Studios
The Daily Bride LLC
Dance Chicago
Dance Detour
Dari Gallery
David Adler Cultural Center
Dean Berdusis Photography
Deerpath Gallery
Design Evanston
DesPlaines Art Guild
Die Hanswurste
DiW2 Design Lab
Doorika Theatre
DreamShop, Inc.
Ears & Eyes Records
East Meets West Music Arts
East West Music International
ECC Gospel Workshop
Effective Theatre
Eighth Blackbird Ensemble
Elastic Arts Foundation
Elite Feet Dance Ensemble
Elgin Opera
Elgin Youth Symphony Orchestra
Elmhust Artists’ Guild
Elmhurst Choral Union
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Emerald City Theatre Company
Ensemble Espanol
Erie Street Press
Elmhurst Symphony Orchestra
Estrojam
Euro Underground
Evanston Art Center
Evanston Arts Council
Evanston Children’s Theatre
Evanston Storytelling Festival
Evolution Productions
Experimental Music Ensemble
Experimental Film Coalition
Experimental Sound Studio
Facets Multimedia
The Factory Theater
Fe De Erratas/Dorantes
Fellowship of the Performing Arts
Feminist Writers Guild
Feral Theatre Company
Festa Stuff, Inc.
Filipino American Historical Society
Fine Arts Building Gallery
First Night Evanston
First Stage Theatre
Five Star Performing Arts Community
Flush Puppy Productions
Flying Fish Records
Foreground Theater Company
Foresight Design Initiative
Forever Young Media, Inc.
Four Birds Pictures
Free Street Theater
French Connection Films
Friends of the Arts
Friends of Benjamin Marshall Society
Friends of Dusable
Frump Tucker Theatre Co.
Fulton County Community Arts Council
Gallery 60035
Gallery 510 Arts Guild, Ltd.
Gallery E.G.G.
Gayco
Genesis at the Crossroads, Inc.
Get the Big Picture
Geese Theatre
The Gift Theatre Company
Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Chicago
Giordano Dance Chicago
Glen Ellyn Children’s Chorus
Glenview Art League
Glessner House Museum
Grant A Wish Foundation
Grayscale Films, LLC
Greasy Joan & Co.
Great Lakes Art Studio
Green Chi Films
Greenhouse Contemporary Art Center
Griffi n Theatre Company
H2O Soul
HMS Media, Inc.
Hairless Films
Haitian American Museum of Chicago
Happiness Club
Harrand Camp of the Theatre Arts
Harrison St. Cooperative
Haymarket Opera Company

Heritage Corridor Creative Arts
Heroic Age Studios
The Hilgos Foundation
Homesick Blues
Horizants Mexicanos de Dance Folkoria
Horizons for the Blind
The House Theatre of Chicago
Howling Moon Arts Organization
Hubbard Street Dance Company
Hyde Park School of Ballet
Hyde Park Suzuki Institute, Inc.
The Hypocrites
IFP/Chicago
Ice Semble Chicago
Illinois Arts Alliance
Illinois Center for Violence Prevention
Illinois Central Blues Club
Illinois Heritage Association
Illinois Humanities Council
Illinois Labor History Society
Illinois Literary Publishers
Illinois Production Alliance
Illinois State Genealogical Society
Illinois State Music Teachers Association
Illinois Storytelling Festival
Illinois Theatre Association
Imagination Theater
Impact Theatre Group
Impetus Dance Theater
Independents Day Media, Inc.
Independent Writers of Chicago
Instituto Cervantes of Chicago, Inc.
International Cinema Museum
International Latino Cultural Center of Chicago
International Music Foundation
International Theater of Chicago
International Women’s Festival
Intuit:  Center for Intuitive and Outsider Art
Israel Arts Festival Committee
Italian American Theatre
Jannes Art Publishing
Jason Steele Ensemble
Jazz Hands Across America
Jazz Institute of Chicago
Jazz Members Big Band
Jazz Unites
JB Head Shots
JBTV
JJ’s List
Joel Hall Dancers
Joyce’s Fine Arts Academy
Jump Rhythm Jazz Project
Justus Arts Education Programs
K.O. Improv LLC
Kaos Foundation
Karitos Christian Arts Association
Kellie’s School of Ballet & Dance
Kindling Group
Koko Taylor’s Celebrity Aid Foundation
Kozan Studios
Kuumba Theatre
Laboratory Theatre Project
Ladyfest Midwest Chicago
Lake Villa Area Fine Arts
Latin American Museum of Art
Latino Chicago Theater Company
Latino Cultural Medical Association

Latino Music Studio
League of Chicago Theatres
The Learning Resource Centers of America, Inc.
Left Field Chicago, LLC
The Library Project
Life Force Arts Foundation
Light-Hearted Productions
Lillian Synder Icarian Living History Museum
Lill Street Arts Center
Lincoln Opera
Links Hall, Inc.
Linneage Gallery
Liquid Stage Theatre Collective
A Little Taste of Heaven
Live Action Cartoonist
Live Bait Theatrical Company
Live Theatre
LiveWire Chicago Theatre
Local Infi nites
Logan Square Chamber of the Arts
Lookingglass Theatre Company
The Lovehammers
Marcel Duchamp Memorial Players
Marwen Foundation
Maywood Fine Arts Association
Maywood Renaissance Center
McCormick Tribune Freedom Museum
McHenry County Illinois Genealogical Society
Melissa Thodos and Dancers
Mental Floss Gallery
Mexican Civic Society of Illinois
Mexican Folkloric Dance Company of Chicago
Mid America Concerts, Inc.
Midwest Independent Film Festival
Midwest Playwrights
Millennium Chamber Players Inc.
The Millennium Wagner Opera
The Mime Group
MJT Productions/ Young Actors Ensemble
Mordine & Company Dance Theatre
Moming
Moose Project 
Mostly Music
Mothers Trust Foundation
The Moving Dock Theatre Company
Mucca Pazza
Muntu Dance Theatre
Mushroom Productions
Music of the Baroque Concert Series
Music Medicine International
N.A.M.E. Gallery
Name a Star Foundation
National Anti-Apartheid Concert Series
National Association of Independent Artists
National Jazz Museum
National Writers Union — Chicago Locals 12
Natya Dance Theatre
Near Northwest Arts Council
The Neighborhood Foundation
The Neo Futurists
New Art Examiner
New Theatre Collective
Niaterra LLC
Niles Concert Company
Nit & Wit Magazine
Northlight Theatre Company
Northshore Art League
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Nucleus Dance Collective
Oak Park Art League
Oasis Threatre Collective, Inc.
Object Design League
Oblivion Theatre Company
Oddlife Theater Company
Oil Painters Association of America
Oink Press, Inc.
Oistrach Symphony Orchestra
Ole Ole Puppet and Dance Theater
On Hands Productions
Open Cage Ensemble
Open City Theatre Company
Open Hand Studios
Out of the Woodwork Productions
The Opera Factory
Ordower Productions, Inc.
Organic Theatre Company
Orquestra de Samba
Orquestra Ebenezer
Osmosis
Ottawa Visitor’s Center
PaChanga Dance Company
Palette and Chisel Academy of Fine Arts
Palios Productions
Palos Fine Arts Association
Panache, Inc.
Pangea Media LLC
Parallax Theatre
Partners in Mime
Peace & Justice Radio
Pegasus Players
Pendulum Theatre Co.
Peninsula Arts Assn.
People’s Music school
People To Know
Perceptual Motion
Performing Arts Chicago
Peruvian Cultural Foundation
Peter Mars Authentic LLC
Phandemonium
Phoemusic Publishing
Phoenix Dance Theatre
Phoenix Theatre Company
PianoForte Foundation
Pierce Community Center of Chicago
Piven Theatre Workshop
Poetic Productions
PopMatters Media Inc.
Playback Theatre Midwest
Playwrights’ Center, Inc.
Pleasant Home Foundation
Poetic Productions
The Poetry Center
Preston Bradley Community Centre
Pride Youth
Primal Connection
Pro Evanston Majority
Project&
Project Danztheatre Company
Prop Theatre
Pros Arts Studio
Quad Cities Arts Council
Quad Cities Juggling Club
Rambunctious Review
Rasaka Theatre
Ravenswood Media, Inc.

Redi Arts & Education Foundation
Redmoon Theater
Redtape Theater Company
Refuge Center for Artists in Recovery
Remains Theatre Company
Rebrandt Chamber Players
Repertory Opera of Highland Park
Retro Theatre
Reverie Theatre Company
Revolutionized Arts
Rhythm & Light
Riddlemark Theatre
The Right Brain Project
Roadworks Productions
Rockford Area Arts Council
Roots International Arts Alliance, Inc.
The Route 66 Theatre Company
RPM Productions
Rugrat Players
Rumble Arts Center
Running with Scissors
Sacred Dance Guild Lakeshore
Safety Time Communications Association
Salt Creek Ballet
Salt Creek Sinfonetta
Sandbox Theatre Project
Sansculottes Theater Company
The School of the Art Institute
Second City Ballet
Sedona Visual Artists Coalition
Segundo Ruiz Belvis Cultural Center
Senior Issues 
Senior Suburban Orchestra
Serendipity Theatre Company
The Shakespeare Project of Chicago
Shattered Globe Theatre Company
Shimer College
Shining Star Productions
Shining Through Productions
Shout Chicago
Show Theatre Group
Sideshow Theatre Company
Signature Ensemble
Sing to Live-Live to Sing
Skiparock Films
Skokie Park District
Skybox Studios
Skyline Design Inc.
Slavic Projection Folk Ensemble
Snapshop City
Society for Yiddish Culture
Society of American Mosaic Artists
Society of Guilders
Sockeye Films
Southwest Community Music Center
Speak Easy Audio
The Special Consensus
Spelunker Flophouse
Sprung Movement Theatre
A Stage of One’s Own
Standby Productions
Steel Beam Theater Company
Steppenwolf Theatre
Stormfi eld Theatre
Street Level Youth Media
Sun Sea Sky Productions
Sutherland Community Arts Initiative

Swallow Cliff Dance Company
Sweetback Productions
Symphony of the Shores
Synergy Theatre Company
Talisman Theatre
Teatro Luna
Teatro Vista Theatre Company
Teen Nation
Ten by Ten Magazine
Teresa y Las Preferidos
Textile Arts Centre
Theatrebam Chicago
The Theatre Collective
Theatre Historical Society
Third World Press
Three Oaks Theater Festival
Touchstone Theatre
Transitions Abroad
The Treehouse
Third Floor Artists
Three Oaks Theater Festival
Three Walls
Tooth & Nail Theater
TRC Events, Inc.
TriArts, Inc.
Trinity Irish Dance Co.
Tripaway Theatre
Triple Darkness
Twisted Loop Comics
Ulysses Theatre Company
Umalleniay Productions
Underground Music Conservation
United Opera Company of Chicago
United States Pantomine Association
Uniting of Character Program, Inc.
Unity Temple Concert Series
Unity Temple Restoration Foundation
Uptown Multi-Cultural Art Center
Urinetown
Utopia Youth Network
The Utopian Theatre Asylum (TUTA)
Vanguard Opera Theatre
Vector Theatrical Laboratory
Very Special Arts Illinois
Viaduct Theatre
Vice Versa Literary Magazine
Villa Grove Community Theatre
Village Artists, Inc.
Voices That Listen
Walkabout Puppets
Wavelength Improvisational 
  Communications Institute
WBEZ’s Stories on Stage
Wicker Park Films
The Wicker Park Project
Wig Theatre
The William Ferris Chorale
Wilmette Art Guild
Windy City Rollers
Women in Animation
Women in Film/Chicago
Women in the Director’s Chair
Woman Made Gallery
The Woodlawn Battle on Wax
Writers’ Theatre
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School: 
Chicago-Kent College of Law

Current Position: 
Amine & Associates, LLC—
Assistant Director of 
Regional Affairs

Class:
2021

School: 
University of Chicago 
Law School

Current Position: 
Law Clerk, United States 
Court of Appeals for the 
Tenth Circuit

Class:
2022

Photo Credit: Savannah Topaz Marino

School: 
Notre Dame Law School

Current Position: 
Irwin IP, Special Counsel for 
Entertainment Law and Pro 
Bono Services

Class:
2021

School: 
Northwestern Pritzker School 
of Law

Current Position: 
Staff Editor, Northwestern 
Journal of International 
Law and Business

Class:
2022

School: 
University of Illinois Chicago 
School of Law

Current Position: 
Student Attorney at the UIC 
School of Law and Lead 
Articles Editor of the Review of 
Intellectual Property Law (RIPL)

Class:
2022

School: 
Chicago-Kent College of Law

Current Position: 
Law Clerk at Harper Legal

Class:
2020

School: 
University of Illinois Chicago 
School of Law

Current Position: 
West Academic Publishing, 
Content Attorney

Class:
2020

Photo Credit: Dynamic Photo Systems

School: 
University of Illinois Chicago 
School of Law

Current Position: 
Karana IP Law, Founder & 
Principal Attorney

Class:
2020

LCA INTERNS AND 
PILI LAW FELLOWS

ALEX KARANA SARAH SINGER

ZAHRA ZAVARI MARISA SCHUTZ

KATHLEEN KENNEDY ALEXA TIPTON

DEVIN WEINBERG SARAH LAPEARL
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School: 
University of Wisconsin 
Madison School of Law

Current Position: 
Legal intern at the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court in Justice 
Dallet’s Offi ce

Class:
2022

School: 
University of Illinois Chicago 
School of Law

Current Position: 
Associate Attorney at 
Sidley Austin

Class:
2021

School: 
Chicago-Kent College of Law

Current Position: 
Judicial Extern at the Northern 
District of Illinois

Class:
2022

School: 
University of Illinois Chicago 
School of Law

Class:
2022

Photo Credit: Sal Cincotta

LCA INTERNS AND PILI LAW FELLOWS

LAUREN LEWIS AIDAN DOLIK

DANIEL HENRY MIRANDA SALAZAR

School: 
University of Chicago Law 
School

Class:
2022

School: 
University of Chicago 
Law School

Class:
2022

School: 
Loyola University of Chicago 
School of Law

Class:
2023

ANDREW SUTHERLAND SOPHIE MIRZAIAN

KATHERINE LUO

LCA INTERNS AND 
PILI LAW FELLOWS
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LCA VOLUNTEER
ATTORNEYS

Cassandra Abernathy
Kristin J. Achterhof*
Michael Adams
David M. Adler
Jon M. Adler
Amy T. Adler^
Amanda J. Alasauskas^
Stefania Alessi
Michael S. Allen
Cristina Q. Almendarez
Suzanne Marie Alton
Suzanne M Alton de Eraso
Joseph Ambrose
Amal S. Amin
Omar Ammash
Eric Anderson
Elaina Emerick Andrade
Scott A. Andresen
James J. Aquilina
Joseph F. Arand
Markus A. Arbus
Marina Aronchik
Richard M. Assmus*
Luc Attlan
Erika Auger
Hillary E. August
Robert Ayres
Elena Diaz
Mercedes Badia-Tavas
Jessica Bahr^
Elizabeth Baio
William Ballentine
Phillip Barengolts*
Mark H. Barinholtz
Marvis Barnes
Steven L. Baron*
John Bathke^
Jonathan K. Baum
David L. Bea
Jeffrey S. Becker^
Carol Anne Been*
Mary Patricia Benz
Alexander Berk
Ronald S. Betman
Alicia C. Beyer
Christine Biebel
Hans Biebl
Jerry Biederman
Emma Bienias
Timothy Lawrence Binetti
Lindsey Birch
Miles Andrew Bishop
Ian Block
Kathleen E. Blouin
Brian Boch
Jodie Boderman
Erik Bokar

Michelle Bolos
Daniel Bond
Paul A. Borovay
Mikhael Ann Bortz
Austin Bowman
Ashley W. W. Brandt
Adia Brantley
Claire E Brennan
Leonard Brenner
Julia Brook
Marc E. Brown
Jonathan Brown^
Daniel Timothy Bruce
Shawn M. Buchanan
Avery S. Buffa
Manon Burns
Timothy Burns
Jeremy Buxbaum
Gregory J. Bynan
Valerie Byrne
Steven R. Cade
Tiffani L. Caldwell
Alexandra Caleca
Jake Calvert
Travis Campbell
Tori Campbell
Thomas J. Campbell Jr.
Francesca Cardillo
Ross Carlson
Jim Carroll
Anthony B. Cartee
Rachael C. Casey
Stephanie M. Cash
Sam J. Castree III
Emily Castro
David Cellitti
Ruth W. Chan
Eric H. Check
Qi Chen
Fan Cheng
Martin Childs IV
Keven G. Chin
Gregory J. Chinlund
Pinju Chiu
Aurelie Chorly
Jason Chrestionson
John Cipriano
Daphne Cirino
Michael A. Clark*
Joan D. Clay
Joshua N. Cliburn
Rachel B. Cohen-Deano
Stephanie Coirin
Kelsey Ann Collisi
Michael J. Conroy
Katie Conterio
Kevin J. Conway*

Amy Cook
Dayna C Cooper
Elizabeth Cooper
Alexis Cooper
Nick Corbett
John Cotiguala
David W. Creasey
Katie Cronin
Samuel Thomas Crowley
Terrie L. Culver
Elizabeth A. Cutri
Susan J. Daley
James D. Dasso
Lawrence I. Davidson
Sidney Dawsey^
Kimber Dawson
Paul A. Del Aguila
Brian Delaney
Joe Deloney
Mark C. Dempsey
William E. Devitt
Mary E. Deweese
Elena B Diaz
Lizzy Diaz-Ortiz
Ronald A. DiCerbo
Beth Dickstein
Melissa Skylas Dillenbeck
Adrian DiMelis
Bret T. Diskin
Brandon L. Dixon
Moshe Dlott
Adam Docks
Jarrett Doe
Mike Domanico
Jacque Donahue
Jordan Donnelly
Katherine Donnelly
Ted A. Donner
Brett Doran
Michael Drew
Kevin Driscoll
Martha E Drouet
Joshua Dubin
Stuart Duhl
Elaine Duhl
Stuart and Elaine Duhl
Jeffrey Dunning
Timothy Eavenson
Alison Edmunds
Jessica A. Ekhoff^
Juren Ekwejunor-Etchie
Sharief El-Gabri
Julia Riedel Emfi nger
Jed Enlow^
Denny Esford
Meredith Mays Espino
Melissa Eubanks

Bradley B. Falkof
Adam Farag
Stephen Fedo
Susan G. Feibus
Katie Feiereisel
Benjamin D. Feilich
Karl Louis Felbinger^
Jan Feldman
Tiffany Ferguson
Tyler Ferguson
Pedro Fernandez
Kevin Patrick Fitzgibbons
Dan Flaherty
Kyle L. Flynn
Andrea Flynn
Thomas Flynn
Emily J. Follas
Thomas Fraerman
Andrew S. Fraker
Tammi K. Franke
William H. Frankel*
Hillel Frankel
David A. Franklin
James Freedman
John Frey
Kaitlyn Frey
Jeffrey Fridman
Michael Friedman
Kevin Fritz
Adam J. Fromm
Tron Y. Fu
Andrea S. Fuelleman^
Christie R. Galinski
Gabriel Galloway
Wesley Gangi
Colleen Ganin
Rachel Gartner
Peter Gauss
Peter E. Gauss
Matt Gehringer
Andrew M. Geier
Elizabeth Geraldi
Robert M. Gerstein
Edwin A. Getz*
Sara Ghadiri
Sameer A. Ghaznavi
Wayne Giampietro
Nicholas Gibson
Michelle Gilbert
Benjamin P. Gilford
Steven Gillman
Richard Ginsburg
Jeremy Glazier
Jerry W. Glover*
Myrna B. Goldberg
Lori A. Goldstein
Andrew L. Goldstein*
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Doron Goldstein
Myoka Kim Goodin
Jason W. Gordon
Kristen L. Gorenberg
Julie Gottshall
Graham C. Grady
Jeffrey P. Gray
Trinitee Green
Matthew Griffi n
James E. Griffi th
Jason Griffi th
Andrew M. Gross
Joshua R. Gross
David Gulbransen
April Gutting
Reginald Guy
Lesley Gwam
Daniel J. Hagedorn
Carla Ham^
John C. Hammerle
Victoria Hanson
Sam S.Z. Harmelech
Mary E. Harmon
Charles Harrington
Marcus Harris
Brian Hartstein
Julianne Hartzell*
Matthew Hartzler
Tyiase Hasan
Jake Haskell
Taokif Hassan
Renee Hatcher
Joseph F. Hawkins
Eric Hayes
Melanie R. Haywood
David Heckman
Ryan Hedges
Paul Heeringa
Brian L. Heidelberger
Thomas Heisler
Clifford Helm
John Hendrickson
Louis R. Hernandez
Joseph F. Hetz
Melissa Hewitt
Susan S. Hickel
Daniel Hildebrand
Katherine Hill
Nathan Hinch
Jennifer Hirst
Janet Goelz Hoffman
Sean M. Hoffman
Emily Holpert
Thomas L. Holt
Lisa Holubar
Yashas K. Honasoge
Marsha K. Hoover
Chris Hopkins

Mark J. Horne
Jalissa Horne
Jeff Hornstein
Barry R. Horwitz
Eddie Houlihan
Kathleen Howard
Elizabeth Hubbard
Kelly Huggins
Shannon Eileen Hughes
Dalton Hughes
William J. Hutchens
Usama Ibrahim
Sarah Iftekhar
Ronald Inawat
Abigail Ingram
Brian Ingram
Barry F. Irwin*
Charles Jackson
Ryan B. Jacobson
Kevin Jacobson
James Jang
Rachel Jennings
Laura Jennings
Howard K. Jeruchimowitz
Jian Jiang
Danielle K. Johnson
Evan Johnson
Norah L. Jones
Philip Jones
Patrick T. Joy
Mary L. Kaczmarek
Julie K. Kadish
Barbara K. Kagan
Kathryn Kaler
John Kalogriopoulos
Maggie Kamm
Elaine Kao
Samina Kapadia
Paige Kaplan
Brittany Kaplan
Luke Karamyalil
Alexander Karana^
Katherine Kargl
Hope Karmo
Alex Karnopp
James Kasper
Seth H. Katz
Cristian Kelly
Hal “Corky” Kessler
Mishel Keta
Kieran Kieckhefer
Jane Kim
Charles King III
William Kirby
Gregg Kirchhoefer
Adrienne Kitchen
Thomas Joseph Kliebhan^
Matt A. Klomparens

Shelby Klose
Timothy Knudsen
Kurt J. Kolar
James D. Kole
Shelby Kost
Billy Kramre
Charles Krugel
Sara Kubik
Jeffrey R. Kulwin
Ismail Cem Kuru
Richard M. LaBarge
Robert J. Labate*
Grzegorz Labuz
James Lai
Madalyn R. Lake
Mita K. Lakhia
Lakshmi Lakshmanan
Robert M Lamkin
Justin Lauria-Banta
Douglas Lavey
Bart A. Lazar*
Craig D. Leavell*
Thomas R. Leavens*
Eric D. Ledbetter*
William H.T. Lee
Jaebok Lee
Mark Lee
Ivy Lee
Kwanwoo Lee
Katie Ann Lee
Katarzyna A. Levecke
Jamie Levin
Daniel M. Levine
Elizabeth P. Lewis
Judy Elizabeth Li
Dale Howard Lichtenstein
Joshua E. Liebman
David P. Lindner^
Sandra Melissa Lopez
Abad Lopez
Aaron Lorber
John Lynn
Marcia Tavares Maack
Syed Madani
Amit Makker
Dennis P. Malloy
Susan Malter
Brett A. Manchel^
Floyd A. Mandell
Shehnaz I. Mansuri
Maria Maras
Robert L. Margolis*
Joseph Margolis
Sarah R. Marmor*
Daniel G.M. Marre*
Matthew A. Martin*
Ryan M. Martin
Mary Kay Martire

Martin S. Masar III
Douglas N. Masters*
Edgar Matias
Onica Matsika
Philip Matthews
Kenneth Andrew Matuszewski^
Nura Maznavi
Eric Mazure
Evan McAlpine
Gregory A. McConnell
Kevin T. McCormick
Tom C. McDonough*
Fiona McEntee
Paul D. McGrady
William T. McGrath
Evan McGuire
Mark McLoughlin
Casey McMillan
Jaclyn A. McNally
Thomas McNulty
Antony J. McShane
Chase Means
James B. Medek
Jose Alejandro Medina Cruz
Leah Medway
Ravi Mehta
August Melcher
Pilar Mendez
Maria Metropulos
David R. Metzger
Jennifer M. Mikulina*
Kendall R. Mills
Odell Mitchell III^
Kevin J. Mix
Michael Moody
Dremain Taylor Moore
Aima Mori
Mitchell P. Morinec
Zachary M. Morris
Anna Morzy
John George Moustis Jr.^
John S. Mrowiec
Charles Lee Mudd Jr.
Michael R. Mulcahy
Matthew T. Mulroe
James P. Muraff
Christian O.D. Murphy
D. James Nahikian
Tyler E. Neal
Stephanie J. Nelson
Kevin Nelson
Amy Nelson
Allegra R. Nethery
Paul D. Newendyke
Robert H. Newman*
Alyssa Newswanger
Carrie Newton
Francine Ngo

LCA VOLUNTEER
ATTORNEYS
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Anthony Nguyen
Jeff Nichols
Wesley G. Nissen
Keegan J. Nowlin
James R. Nuttall
Cheryl Tama Oblander
Catherine O’Brien^
Aaron Ogunro
Emily Olivera
Jordan One
Tiffany Onyemaobi
Jonah Orlofsky
Lian Osier
Grant Ossler
Nicole O’Toole
Erick J. Palmer
Simeon G. Papacostas
Rebekah Parker
Mark A. Paskar*
Joli Janak Patel
Aayushi K. Patel
Raj Patel
Kalpesh Patel
Novaira T. Paul
Alexis E. Payne
Richard Peterson
Stacey E. Petrek
Sean D. Phelan
Ryan N. Phelan
Ananya Pillutla
Jeffrey A. Pine
Jan Pirozzolo-Mellowes
Robert G. Pluta
Alexander E. Porter
Jeremiah Posedel
Nora Preece
Arnold Pula
Vik Puri
Nicole M. Puza
Kevin Quilty
Brian Raddatz
Bradley F. Rademaker
William E. Rattner
taaj reaves
Austin Redman
Michael D. Reed^
Neal Reenan
Aubrey Refuerzo
Leigh Anna Reichenbach
Craig E. Reimer
Anna J. Remis
David Resnick
Kathleen A. Rheintgen
Trisha Michelle Rich
Vanessa Richmond
Tobin M. Richter
Emily Rickard

Erinn Rigney
Cynthia J. Rigsby
India Rios
Neal Robin
Donielle F. Robinson
Daniel L. Rogna
David Rokach
Brian A. Rosenblatt
Rebecca D. Rosenthal Kristall
Benjamin Rotman
David Rubenstein
Toam Rubinstein
Lee Ann Russo
Marisa L. Saber
John J. Sabl
Emma Sadikovich
Giselle Safazadeh
Lauren Salins
Cristina M. Salvato
Emily A. Sample
Cristina Sanchez
Philip W. Sandler
Thomas C. Santora
Daliah Saper
Jacob Saslow
JJ J. Saul
James Saul
Alison Schaffer
Sarah Schanz
John Schleppenbach
Ansley Haman Schrimpf
Brett Schroeder
Michael E. Schultz
Jason Schultz
Lauren Marie Schulz
Richard W. Schumacher
Ilana M. Schwartz
Mary Katherine Schweihs
Helen Schweitz
Lisa Fuller Schwier
Rick L. Sevcik
Zade Shakir
Steven R. Shamash
James A. Shapiro
Scott B. Shapiro
Andrew D. Shapiro
Lena Shapiro
Sarah Shaw
John Sheehan
Mary M. Shepro
Gina Shkoukani
Michael Silver
David Simon
Lauren Skerrett
Christopher N. Skey
Adam Smestad^
Kara Smith

Max Snow
John Snow
Jillian Sommers
Coco Soodek
Rachael Stack
Christopher Stacker
Christian G. Stahl
Danielle N. Stanciel
Jasmine Stanzick
Lee Barrington Stark
Erin Steele
Deana Stein
Kathleen Stetsko
Nina Stillman
Bonitq L. Stone
John E. Stoner
George Stowe
Jason D. Strabo
Peter J. Strand*
William A. Streff
Stacy Streur
Delilah P. Strickland
Robert Strom
Jacob Styburski
Sonja Subasic
Ann Marie Sullivan
Jeffrey Swatzell
David N. Swendsen
Sean S. Swidler
Ahad Syed
Piper Taggart
Alfred C. Tam
Susan L. Tanaka
Xander Tapling
Kelly Tautges
Daniel Mark Terhune
Reeya Thakrar
Madelaine Thomas^
Kevin Andrew Thompson
Andrew H. Thompson
Laura Tiemstra
Noah Kevin Tilton
Scott A. Timmerman
Elise Tincher
Alexa Tipton^
Ellen Todd
Megan Pike Toth
Kevin Tottis
Jake Townsend
Calvin Anthony Townsend II
Joel E. Tragesser
Andrew H. Tripp
Richard Tsay
Christine Umbright
Mario Utreras
Dirk Vanover
Gilbert J. Villafl or

Sarah B. Virani
Neva Wagner
Jeffrey Wakolbinger
Daniel Loren Walbright
William A. Walden
Marci Walker
Spencer Weber Waller
Longhao Al Wang
Pam Wang
Li Wang
Habib Wardak
Zach Wawrzyniakowski
Loren Weil
Benjamin C. Weinberg
Gary S. Weinstein
Aaron Weinzierl
William Weltman
Thomas C. Wendt
Scott Westhoff
Lois E. Wetzel
Nick Wheeler
Marc Whipple
Kat White
Elizabeth White
Adam B. Whiteman
Edward Wicks
Undray Wilks
Isaac Willett
Ross Williams
Antwan Malik Williams
Brad Wilson
Ruth M. Wimer
Tina Winer
Steven Wiser
Kate Withers
Lisa Wiznitzer
Spencer R. Wood
Andrew Wood
Bianca Wright
Elaine Wyder-Harshman
Yi Yang
Sai Yarramalla
Meg York
Kristine M. Young
Iftekhar Zaim
Larry M. Zanger
Jacob L. Zerkle
Jennifer Zimberg
Jon Zimring
Ilya G. Zlatkin^
John Zukin

*  Indicates LCA Board 
of Directors and 
Honors Council

^ Indicates Associate Board 

































































































TOP LAWYERS
CREATIVE ARTS
BASED UPON A SURVEY OF THEIR PEERS
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These LEADING LAWYERS have been recommended by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois.
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Brian A. Rosenblatt Bryce Downey & Lenkov LLC Chicago 312.327.0056

Kimberly White Alcantara Friedman Law Group Ltd Chicago 773.248.9455

Andrea E. Friedman Friedman Law Group Ltd Chicago 773.248.9455

Susan Meyer Greensfelder Hemker & Gale PC Chicago 312.345.5019

Andrew M. Stroth Handler Thayer LLP Chicago 312.641.2100

Mary E. Innis Innis Law Group LLC Chicago 312.321.9020

Lucille Jackson Mackey Innis Law Group LLC Chicago 312.321.9025

Richard B. Biagi Neal & McDevitt Northfield 847.881.2455

Kevin J. McDevitt Neal & McDevitt Northfield 847.881.2451

Peter L. O’Reilly O’Reilly Law Glenview 312.755.9127

Jason W. Gordon Reed Smith LLP Chicago 312.207.2456

Sondra A. Hemeryck Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila LLP Chicago 312.471.8724

Phillip J. Zisook Schoenberg Finkel Beederman Bell Glazer LLC Chicago 312.853.8451

Jeanne M. Hoffmann Bryce Downey & Lenkov LLC Chicago 312.327.0018

Richard W. Lenkov Bryce Downey & Lenkov LLC Chicago 312.327.0032

Brian A. Rosenblatt Bryce Downey & Lenkov LLC Chicago 312.327.0056

William T. Gibbs Corboy & Demetrio PC Chicago 312.346.3191

Kimberly White Alcantara Friedman Law Group Ltd Chicago 773.248.9455

Andrea E. Friedman Friedman Law Group Ltd Chicago 773.248.9455

David M. Saltiel Golan Christie Taglia LLP Chicago 312.263.2300



Andrew D. Morton Handler Thayer LLP Chicago 312.641.2100

Andrew M. Stroth Handler Thayer LLP Chicago 312.641.2100

Steven J. Thayer Handler Thayer LLP Chicago 312.641.2100

Mary E. Innis Innis Law Group LLC Chicago 312.321.9020

Mark D. Belongia Johnson & Bell Ltd Chicago 312.984.0271

Jason W. Gordon Reed Smith LLP Chicago 312.207.2456

Phillip J. Zisook Schoenberg Finkel Beederman Bell Glazer LLC Chicago 312.853.8451

Derrick M. Thompson Jr. Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP Chicago 312.836.4066
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Gary R. Jarosik Greenberg Traurig LLP Chicago 312.456.8449

Peter M. Katsaros Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP Chicago 312.637.3015

Aaron W. Brooks HolmstromKennedyPC Rockford 815.962.7071

Jeff S. Norman Kirkland & Ellis LLP Chicago 312.862.2042

Tricia L. Meyer Meyer Law Ltd Chicago 888.316.0776

Kelly M. Warner Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila LLP Chicago 312.471.8740

Marcus S. Harris Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP Chicago 312.840.4320

Paul D. McGrady Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP Chicago 312.836.4094

Michele S. Katz Advitam IP LLC Chicago 312.332.7700

Brian A. Rosenblatt Bryce Downey & Lenkov LLC Chicago 312.327.0056

James B. Conte Conte Law Group LLC Chicago 312.450.5673

Andrea E. Friedman Friedman Law Group Ltd Chicago 773.248.9455

Beverly A. Berneman Golan Christie Taglia LLP Chicago 312.263.2300

Herbert H. Finn Greenberg Traurig LLP Chicago 312.456.8427

Gary R. Jarosik Greenberg Traurig LLP Chicago 312.456.8449

Jeffrey G. Mote Greenberg Traurig LLP Chicago 312.456.8401

Courtney A. Adair Greensfelder Hemker & Gale PC Chicago 312.345.5020

Kara E. F. Cenar Greensfelder Hemker & Gale PC Chicago 312.345.5018
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Aaron W. Brooks HolmstromKennedyPC Rockford 815.962.7071

Michael A. Hierl Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym Ltd Chicago 312.604.2678

Mary E. Innis Innis Law Group LLC Chicago 312.321.9020

Barry F. Irwin Irwin IP LLC Chicago 312.667.6080

Julie A. Katz Katz Group LLC Chicago 312.857.3101

Russell E. Levine Kirkland & Ellis LLP Chicago 312.862.2466

Jeff S. Norman Kirkland & Ellis LLP Chicago 312.862.2042

David K. Callahan Latham & Watkins LLP Chicago 312.876.7694

Edward A. Mas II McAndrews Held & Malloy Ltd Chicago 312.775.8000

Kevin J. McDevitt Neal & McDevitt Northfield 847.881.2451

Nicholas G. de la Torre Neal & McDevitt  Northfield 847.881.2463

Gary E. Hood Polsinelli Chicago 312.873.3653

Jason W. Gordon Reed Smith LLP Chicago 312.207.2456

Louis A. Klapp Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila LLP Chicago 312.471.8680

Michael D. Wexler Seyfarth Shaw LLP Chicago 312.460.5000

Paul D. McGrady Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP Chicago 312.836.4094

Roshan P. Shrestha Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP Chicago 312.840.4339

Thomas R. Dee Vedder Price PC Chicago 312.609.7746

Robert S. Rigg Vedder Price PC Chicago 312.609.7766

Michael J. Turgeon Vedder Price PC Chicago 312.609.7716

Robert A. Vitale Jr. Vitale Vickrey Niro Solon & Gasey LLP Chicago 312.236.0733

Joel M.L. Huotari WilliamsMcCarthy LLP Rockford 815.987.8900
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The entire Lawyers for the Creative Arts family mourns the shocking death of Linda S. Mensch, former LCA Board 
President, LCA Board member for nearly 40 years, and one of the fi rst recipients of our coveted Thomas R. Leavens Award for 
service to LCA.  

Linda was in many ways the embodiment of the ethos of LCA. Her clients were among the biggest names in the arts. But, equally, 
Linda devoted her talents to start-up artists and those from harsh backgrounds who needed her welcoming touch. As Linda’s 
former law partner Thomas Leavens stated, “One of the benefi ts of Linda’s long service with LCA (and NARAS and numerous other 
organizations) is the great number of people who have witnessed and been inspired by her spirit and dedication.”

We at LCA have received many touching remembrances of Linda sent to us by our present and past Board members. They are 
collected on our website along with a more detailed remembrance. We extend our deepest condolences to Linda’s family.

Thomas R. Leavens: I fi rst met Linda in 1976 when she visited me at the LCA offi ces. She was graduating from NYU School of Law, was moving to Chicago, and wanted to know where the entertainment law job opportunities 
were. We talked for a long time, and it was the beginning of a beautiful friendship of many decades. Linda was the very embodiment of service, and one of the benefi ts of her long service with LCA (and NARAS and numerous other 
organizations) is the great number of people who have witnessed and been inspired by her spirit and dedication. And she was fi erce in her defense of her artist clients but in the end fair and pragmatic. It was a privilege and delight 
to be her partner after our years of friendship, and I am stunned by her loss in such a wrong and unexpected way. I know we all wish Michael and Jessica much strength in this painful time.

William Frankel: This is just awful and sad news. Even when we hardly knew each other, Linda would greet me with a warm smile and a warm welcome.  And that continued through our long years of friendship and working together 
at LCA.  To me, she was part of the spirit and culture and beauty of the LCA organization, which makes the loss even greater.   May her memory be a blessing and a comfort to her family and her many friends.

Steve Baron: I am so sad to hear this news.  Linda was an enormously talented woman and all-around good person.  No surname is more befi tting its owner than Linda’s was to her—she was a true mensch.

Mary Reed “Like all of you, I am in shock.  We were friends for 40 + years.  I was inspired by her independent and creative spirit and her dedication to the arts.”

Robert Newman: Like the rest of the LCA Board, I am stunned and deeply saddened by Linda’s tragic death.  Linda hired me as a law clerk the summer after my fi rst year of law school and I worked for her for more than two years.  
Linda was an incredible mentor to me and my time with her ultimately shaped my whole career. (She also introduced me to LCA and graciously took me along to LCA benefi t luncheons at the Palmer House while I was still a student; 
getting to attend those events as a young law student was quite impactful for me.)   

Linda had a true passion for her work, an infectious love for the arts and artists, and she was a wonderful teacher to me and the many other law students she mentored over the years. I will always be grateful for Linda. 

William Weinsheimer: I fi rst met Linda when she joined the LCA Board many years ago. Her friendly personality, energy and creativity enabled her to contribute greatly to the success of LCA. And she was very generous in sharing her 

IN  MEMORIAM
LINDA MENSCH

1951–2021

TRIBUTES FROM LCA’S WEBSITE



Chicago Independent Venue League 
Founded in 2018 to advocate for Chicago’s locally owned, live entertainment venues, 
CIVL now represents 50+ venues throughout Chicago, including some of the city’s 
preeminent independent music venues, comedy clubs, and theaters.
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